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WORKBOOK INTRODUCTION

April, 2001
Dear Y oung Person,

Greetings in the hope of Isragl! By thistime, you should have completed the first part of
the study and be ready to begin Part 2. God willing, this part of the workbook will guide us
through the remainder of our study: The Kingdom Visions of Revelation, “Behold, | make all
thingsnew” (Revelation 21:5). Before beginning your study of chapter 4 onwards, it isimportant
the glorious vision in chapter 1 be understood. The first vision provides an introduction to the
exciting themes of this book.

Included with this part of the workbook is a copy of The Bible Magazine, “2000 Y ears of
Fulfilling Prophecy Announces Christ’s Return.” Additional copies of this resource are freely
available in electronic format on the Internet at www.biblemagazine.com or
www.youthconference.com. Please use thisto help gain an understanding of the background to
the Kingdom Visions. When studying these visions remember they are not consecutive in time
and provide an appropriate vision to those affected by the events of the adjacent chapters.

When studying each vision, it is vital we see beyond the symbols and events to the reality
of the things which are soon to happen! The real benefit of the study is realized when we see the
visions as John did, with ourselves in the scenes before us. Once these things become areality to
us, the exhortation and comfort given becomes a powerful influence upon our lives. Having a
clear vision of what God intends for this earth will give us the much needed strength to
“overcome the world,” recognizing He has “ provided some better thing for us!”

The message of this book provides a wealth of things for bre. and sis. to study, regardless
of yearsin Christ. Therefore, do not be discouraged if you are unable to fully understand each
and every detail. Prayerfully put your heart into the study and you will benefit from every hour
your mind is focused on these wonderful things. As Jeremiah said, “...let Jerusalem come into
your mind” or in the words of Revelation, “come and see!”

Asin past years, both parts of the workbook should be completed before coming to
conference. Once again, thanks should be given to my family for hel ping write sections of the
workbook and for enduring long sessions of correcting and proof reading! Thanks also to the
other bre. and sis. who helped review and proof read this workbook.

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20).

Love, your fellow servant in Christ Jesus:

Bro. Danidl Billington
Address: 608 Lake Street #605, . Catharines, Ontario, L2N 59, Canada.
E-mail: Daniel.Lindsay@sympatico.ca

Manitoulin Youth Conference Committee
Bro. Joseph Abel (joeabel @hotmail.com)
Bro. Nathan Badger (natebadger @yahoo.com)
Bro. Danidl Billington (Daniel.Lindsay@sympatico.ca)
Bro. Ted Hodge Jr. (tkhodge@hurontario.net)
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PART TWO:
STUDY QUESTIONS — REVELATION 4 - 22

SECTION A: THE THRONE IN HEAVEN & BOOK UNSEALED — Revelation 4 - 5

Revelation chapter four begins a new section of things presented to John
in the Isle of Patmos. Christ now turns John’s attention to the future. “ | will shew
thee things which must be hereafter.” (Rev. 4:1). In this context John finds himself
“inthe spirit,” he seesa vision of the Kingdom (cp. 1Cor.15:44,45 & Phil. 3:21).
How strengthening this must have been after considering the struggles and
problems of the seven ecclesias! As you read through chapters 4 and 5 you will
see they are one Kingdom Vision, focussed on the covenant throne of David seen
in the midst of the Lamb, elders and living creatures.

1) Revelation 4:1—"adoor opened in heaven”

When we studied Revelation chapter one, we considered the symbol of the heavens and earth.
It would be helpful to review and cross-reference those proofs to this passage.
As an example, note these words from Isaiah 65:17-19:

“For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth...for, behold, | create

Jerusalem aregjoicing, and her people ajoy.”
So therefore the “heaven” is Jerusalem (i.e. its Administration or government), and the earth
represents “ her people.” In Rev. 21:1-2 thisis the new Jerusalem community, Christ and the
saints.

a) What wasthefirst voice, like atrumpet, John had heard? What did we find that it
represented in Part 1 of our study?

b) John sees adoor opened in heaven (the government of the Kingdom) and isinvited to
come up to see athrone. Daniel speaks of these eventsin ch. 7:22,27 where he describes
the saints taking possession of “the kingdom under the whole heaven.” Paul also
describes this event when he says that we will “meet the Lord in the air.” (1Thes. 4:17).
Explain how these truths help us understand 2Cor. 12:1-4, a wrested Scripture.
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2)

¢) John here represents all faithful saints who will receive the invitation to “come up hither.”
What other references can you find which mention the acceptance of Jesus' faithful
servants into his Kingdom?

d) What verses describe the type of occupations we will be given in Jesus’ government?

One sitting upon a throne set in heaven.

The first thing John observesis a throne set in heaven surrounded by twenty-four lesser
thrones (ch. 4:2-4). This throne is mentioned frequently throughout the book. We learn that
thisis God’' s throne, but also Jesus Christ’s (see Rev. 22:1,3).

a) Read 1Chron. 28:5 and explain how thisthrone in Rev. 4 can be both God' s and Jesus
throne?

b) Consider the phrase “in the midst of the throne” found in ch.4:6. How does this show that
the four beasts are involved in the rulership of the Kingdom? See aso Rev. 3:21 and 5:6.
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“Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own
standard, with the ensign of their father’s house.”
Numbers 2:2

Dan (Num. 2:25)

n—> Eagle

N
qg? Ephraim (Num. 2:18) \YY; E Judah (Num. 2:3)
- Ox or Cherub Lion
“east toward the
= rising of the sun...”
. S cp. Eze. 43:1-2
Ezekiel 10:19-20
Later Ezekiel sees Reuben (Num. 2:10)
the cherubim leave Man Ezekiel 1:4-5
tp the East: “the Ezekiel sees the
first face was the cherubim come from

face of a cherub.” N the North and sees
?ﬂ"' ' a- the "face of a man”
. before the other three.

3) Thetwenty-four eldersand four living creatures.
Before we consider the throne further, let us turn our attention for amoment to the twenty-
four elders and four beasts (which really meansliving creatures).

a) Read Rev. 4:6-7 and Eze. 1:5-6,10. What is the connection between these four faces and
Israel (see Num. 2:2-3,17)?

b) The twenty-four elders clothed in white raiment are an echo back to the 24 priestly orders
established in the nation of Israel. Read 1Chron. 24:4,18 and Rev. 1:6. We are to be the
“kings and priests’ of the future so what can we conclude from this?

It isinteresting to note the fact there are twenty-four letters in the Greek al phabet
beginning with Alpha ending with Omega. The twenty-four elders mirror the character of
their High Priest, the Word made flesh.
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4)

5)

¢) The picture that John seesis of the Kingdom of God or His throne of Israel and His
Kingdom of Israel restored! Read Isa. 9:6-7 and explain the significance of the throne
with relation to David. What other references can you find which mention this
restoration?

“Hethat sat wasto look upon likeajasper and a sardine stone...”
Look up the three stones mentioned in Rev. 4:3 in aBible dictionary and explain their
significance to Jesus who manifested God in flesh and spirit (1Tim. 3:16).

Jasper (cp. Rev. 21:11)
Sardine (or Sardius)
Emerald
a) John seesarainbow around the throne. Where else in Scripture do we find a rainbow?

What was it to represent? Where else do we read about a covenant throne? Who was to sit
onit?

“Upon thethrones| saw twenty-four eldersdtting...”

We aretold that the twenty-four elders were wearing crowns of gold (ch. 4:4). Look up the
word for "crown" in your concordance and using other N.T. uses of the word, describe the

character that this ascribes to the one who wears it. (Cp. the golden chest band, Part | #13).

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:

a) What lessons can we learn from this gold crown?
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6)

b)

d)

What is significant about the fact that the twenty-four elders sit upon thrones and are
wearing both a gold crown and white garments (ch. 4:4)?

What isthe obvious parallel verseto thislater in the vision (Rev. 5)? This group has
gained the victory and overcome. If we are to be a part of this glorious picture, what must
we overcome? Hint: see Jn. 16:33.

We are given aclue to the identity of this symbol in chapter 5 verses 8-10. What group of
people have been redeemed?

“They rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, haly...”

Wherein Isaiah do we find an echo from the four living creaturesin Revelation which say
“holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty”? What future timeis Isaiah speaking about at the start
of this chapter? How will we help Christ to fill the earth with Y ahweh’s glory?

b)

The four living creatures are described as being “full of eyes.” Of what Old Testament
reference is this an echo? Our eyesrelate to our vision and intelligence. What does this
teach us about how we ought to be?

These creatures “rest not day and night.” Consider the use of the phrase “day and night”
elsewhere in Scripture. How can we live like this now? Is our life as Christ’ s servants
only part time?
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7)

8)

“Qut of thethrone proceeded lightnings and thunderings...”
Using a concordance give other examples of where we read of thunder and lightning in
Scripture.

a) Based on your findings, does this symbol in Rev. 4:5 represent blessings or judgements
coming from the throne?

b) What will the result of these judgements be? Consider Isaiah 26:9 and 32:1,17-18 in your
answer.

c) “Beforethe throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal” providing a beautiful image
of what the world will be like after the thunder clouds move away. Read Isa. 57:20 and
Rev. 21:1, then explain what is represented by the "sea'—seen here to be still like glass
(cp. Psa. 107:29).

“Theliving creatures shall give glory and honour and thanks...”

It isworth contemplating the scene we see through faith with John, putting together the
various symbols in this chapter. Unless we visualise ourselves involved in this scene it will
not affect our lives! The Lord Jesus Christ is sitting upon God'’ s throne, which is the throne of
David in Jerusalem (Rev. 14:1). In the midst of the throne we see ourselves and other saints
with him. In number we are “ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of

thousands...” (ch. 5:11). Think about this picture in your own mind. What will it be like to be
one of the faithful saintsin this surrounding? With our help the nations have been turned to
God’ s ways by judgements and preaching. Many who we once knew or read about have been
raised and are eager to share experiences with us.

a) From what we have considered so far, why do you think we will have such afeeling of
thankful ness when we see what has been accomplished to the glory of the Father?
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9) Thenew creation.
Inv.11 we see Jesus Christ proclaimed “worthy” for his creation. Read Col. 1:13-19 and
describe what creation is being referred to here. Find additional references to support your
answer.

Revelation Chapter 5

In our study of thisvision it is helpful to remember that a variety of symbols are
used, each with a special significance relating to different times. When put
together they form a beautiful picture of God’ s work through Jesus Christ.
Chapter 5 is a continuation of what John saw in chapter 4. The sceneisthe same,
so that the things described are seen from the position of the Kingdom. For those
Old Testament charactersraised at thistime, the book of Revelation and the
things accomplished by Jesus Christ will be fresh news!

10) The sealed book in theright hand, Rev. 5:1-3.
The Greek word for “right hand” is dexios and here signifies authority (see Vines or
Thayer’s). Using thisword find two or three references to Jesus' exalted position (e.g. Acts
2:32-36; Jn. 5:22).

The book being in Jesus' right hand indicated his authority to reveal the contents of the book
and his authority over the events contained in it (see ch. 6:1).

a) Wearetold that this book was “ sealed up with seven seals’ (NASB) so that none could
read it (ch. 5:4). Using a concordance, find at least two O.T. references to abook that is
sealed in thisway. What similarities with Revelation can you find with these verses?

b) No man, dead or alive since the time of Adam, or angel could open the book (vs. 2-3).
What was required to unlock this message? (Hint: see Rom.3:10 and Phil 2:7-9).
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11) “1 wept much,” v.4.
John and Daniel both were distressed as aresult of things concerning “the time of the end”
being hid from them (see Daniel 8:26-27). John was now old and, like us, waited for the
Lord’ sreturn; but instead he only saw popular false religion, the downfall of Jerusalem and
the unhindered prosperity of Rome. John must have had avery strong desire to know the
contents of the scroll as the absence of anyone being able to open it moved him to weep.

a) What exhortation does this give us regarding our desire to search out answers to our
guestions?

b) How interested are we in the purpose of God? How does the prosperity and comfort of
our society compete with this desire?

12)“TheLion of thetribe of Juda...hath prevailed,” v.5.
Look up the word prevailed in your concordance and explain what Christ Jesus overcame.
Consider the other N.T. uses of thisword in your answer, e.g. John 16:33.

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:

a) Christ Jesusreturns asthe Lion of Judah, but was a Lamb when he became worthy to
open the book. Read Gen. 49:9-10 and Mt. 2:1-6, then explain the significance of the
title “the Lion of the tribe of Juda.”

b) Aswe saw in Chapter 4, Christ Jesus is sitting on the covenant throne, shown to us by a
rainbow—thisis the throne of David. Using a concordance find the echoes in the
prophets to the Root or Branch (see also Rev. 22:16).
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¢) What do we find in these verses that will fulfill the promises made to David (2Sam. 7)?
On what aspect of Christ’s coming do they focus ?

d) Considering their context, what do these verses tell us about the changes the reign of
Christ Jesus will bring?

e) These wordswould have provided relief, joy and encouragement to John. How can these
things encourage us?

13) A lamb in the midst, v.6.
Having shown us the victorious Messiah, John’s attention is directed toward the symbol of
the Lamb, but not only the Lamb. He isin the midst of the throne, four living creatures and
elders.

a) Using the phrase “in the midst” what verses can you find referring to Jesus in the midst of
the ecclesia? (See also Cal. 1:26-27 and Jn. 15:5-7).

b) Why do you think the symbol of the slain Lamb is used in this context? How do we
identify with it? Hint: see Rev. 5:9 (seeaso Gal. 2:20 & Rom. 12:1).
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¢) Themission of thisone body is represented by “seven horns” and “seven eyes’ which are
amanifestation or representation of God’ s one complete spirit power. A “horn” isa
symbol of military power (Dan. 7:24; Zech 1:18-21; cp. Rev 17:12-14) whereas “eyes’, as
we have already considered, represent intelligence or knowledge. Read Isa. 26:9 and
describe what the purpose of this mission will be.

14) “He hastaken the book...” v.7.
In this vision we see the one body, the perfected ecclesia crucified with Jesus (Rom 6:6)
“who hath taken” (RV margin, also Weymouth) the book out of the right hand of him who
sits upon the throne. The one on the throne is the LORD our Righteousness, God manifest in
Christ. These things are seen from the position of the Kingdom.

a) Look up theword “took” in Strong’ s concordance and make a note of its meaning.

b) What isthe amazing exhortation seen here for us as we take the book out of the right
hand of him who will sit upon the throne of David?

Thisisthe right hand of authority giving the Christ body instructions for the taking of the
Kingdom by faith. See Lk. 19:15-19.

15) “the prayers of the saints,” v.8.
The understanding of this book, brought to light through God’ s sacrifice of aLamb, brings
the Saints to their kneesin prayer (cp. Rev 6:9-11).

a) How can this message provoke us to have an earnest desire to pray? Do you think we
thank God often enough for His purpose, especially future?
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b) If we are happy with things the way they are, are we likely to pray for anything different?
How can we overcome this complacency?

16) “...thou wast dlain, and hast redeemed usto God,” v.9.
In thisfirst song, Jesus himself is seen to be worthy of taking and opening the book. The
reason given is hiswork of redemption calling out a people from the Gentiles and sanctifying
them by his blood. In the context of this vision these things are an accomplished fact!

a) Areour emotions stirred to this extent when we consider what has been done for us or
can wetakeit for granted at times?

b) Inchapter 6 (vs.1,3,5 & 7) we see the four living creatures, the saints, involved in the
revealing of the scroll’s message. It is Jesus who opens the seals, and the four living
creatures respond “ come and see”—how can we practice the saying “come and see” in
our lives now?

17)Kings & Priests, v.10.
We are now kings and priestsin training. Thisis the glorious hope revealed to usin this
vision!

a) Whereelsein Revelation isthisreferred to? How long are we told this condition will
last?

b) Read Luke 19:15-19 and Micah 4:1-2, then explain how thisislikely to be accomplished
by the Saints as “kings and priests.”
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¢) Why are we to be king priests? In other words, unlike today, why is God' s future
government in the Kingdom both a civil and areligious authority?

18) “Worthy isthe Lamb!” vs. 11-12.
Aswe saw in v.9, the appreciation of what Jesus has accomplished causes the saintsto sing a
new song. Now the angels of God join thisjoyful multitude crying “Worthy is the Lamb!”

a) Why isit the angels are not seen in v.9 singing thou “ hast redeemed us to God” ? (Cp. ch.
14:3).

b) Itisaweinspiring to imagine what it will be like to participate in this scene with our
brethren and sisters from previous generations, the angels of God, and our King the Lord
Jesus. Surely the heart of the saints will burn within them at thistime! (Cp. Lk. 24:32).
Where else do we read about songs such as this being sung? How can they encourage us?

¢) Finadly thischorus of thanksgiving is heard in athird song which echoes around the world
resulting in aglobal day of prayer! What affect should these things have upon us as we
meditate on them in our current position?

d) Arewe thankful enough for what has been done for us? (Read ch.4:9 and 2Chr. 5:11-14).
How should we express our thankfulness? Support your answer with appropriate verses.
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SECTION B: BACKGROUND & THE SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD — Revelation 7

Background: Revelation 6 — A Living Witness

Read Revelation Chapter Six

These brief notes on the seals complement the chart on_page 16 of The Bible Magazine, Vol. 13 # 2 (BM).
If you did not receive a copy of this magazine with your workbook, it may be downloaded from
http://www.biblemagazine.com/ in PDF (Adobe Acrobat) format. For further detail and evidence refer to
the books in Part | page 3 of the notes. Historical references are from Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire (not the abridged edition).

The Seals

* The Lamb opens all the seals (6:1,3,5,7,9,12; 8:1). He is in total charge of world events. The churches
worship a dead Christ, pictured on the cross. The book of Revelation presents to us a living Christ
(1:18). When we look at the fulfilled prophecies we can see his work down the centuries and today, a
terrific proof of his resurrection.

* The living creatures—his people—say, “Come and see” the wonderful things that God has revealed
(6:1,3,5,7).

The Horse Symbol

e The Horse requires direction to be useful: “Be not as the horse...that must be held in with bit and
bridle” (Psa 32:9). “That led them... as a horse ..."” (Isa. 63:13).

» Figure employed to illustrate God using men in His purpose: “...the house of Judah... and made them
as his goodly horse in the battle” (Zech. 10:3).

» Point: God is in control of events using men in various ways to bring about His purpose.

The Time of the Vision

«  The coin used in the 3" seal has the image and superscription of Caesar on it (Mk. 12:16). It is
Roman. The times of the seals then are Roman. They were to come to pass “shortly” after the book
was delivered (1:1).

The First Seal- AD 98-324

* The bowman is conquering pagan Rome. The weapons of his warfare are not carnal but mighty to the
pulling down of strongholds; casting down imaginations” (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

* He bends his tongue like a bow (Jer. 9:3) to shoot the Word (Hab. 3:9) of the gospel.

« The bowman continues his work during all the seals, a work started by the apostles.

»  The white colour of this horse here represents the effect of the gospel upon Roman society as well as
a happy and prosperous era (cp. Isa. 32:17).

Fiery Red - Bloodshed and Civil War Characteristic of the times:

2" Seal AD 183-212

e The wicked are the sword of the Lord (Psa 17:13; c/p Isa 10:5; Rom. 13:3-4).

» The peace of the first seal was taken away when Commodus came to power.

* He was a monster of cruelty. Amazingly the Christians found relief under his rule, but by the close of
the seal they were suffering bitter persecution under Severus. God’s judgments came on the apostate
Christians as well as the pagans (Rev. 2:16; 1 Pet. 4:17).

» Atthis time an apostasy began to grow among the Christians. It grew into a powerful political party.
They no longer held all the Truth, but they still contended against pagan idolatry. Eventually they
would gain enough political strength to take over the ruling heavens.
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e Gibbon (ch. 15) comments that the Christian republic “gradually formed an independent and
increasing state in the heart of the Roman empire.”

Black with Mourning and Affliction was the Character of the Times:
3" Seal AD 212-235

* The Roman coin used here sets the scene of the seal; excessive taxation, extortion and oppression
practiced by those who hold the balances of justice (Job 30:26-31; Job 31:6 RSV, Hos.12:7).

The Times were Characterised by the Green Pallor of Approaching Death:

4™ Seal AD 235-303, Quotes from Gibbon ch. 15

*  “During that calamitous period... every province of the Roman world was afflicted by barbarous
invaders (wild beasts c/p Dan. 7:23) and military tyrants, and the ruined empire seemed to approach
the last and fatal moment of its dissolution.”

* “War, pestilence, and famine had consumed, in a few years, half of the human species.”

Laws to Destroy the Christian Name: Fifth Seal- AD 303-312

» The focus of this seal is on the believers who are in Christ their altar (Heb. 13:6). Their blood as it
were, cries for vengeance like that of Abel (Gen. 4:10).

» Diocletian made an edict to destroy the churches and writings of the Christians. “Many delivered up all
the religious books... in order to save their lives...

» “Byanew edict Diocletian ordered all the bishops and ministers... to be cast into prison.

» “athird” and “fourth edict was published ...to force all Christians...to sacrifice to the gods, and to
employ all sorts of torments.. to drive them to this apostasy” (Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History).

Revolution Characterised the 6" Seal AD 312-324

» There was a great earthquake - that is a social upheaval of the people (c/p Hag. 2:6-7).

* There was a change in the ruling heavens. See BM

» Constantine championed Christianity. He was victorious over the pagans.

* Gordon Childe in What Happened in History comments “The conversion of Constantine is generally
hailed as the final victory of the new faith. It may equally be regarded as the triumph of totalitarianism.
The church no doubt won not only tolerance and relief from persecution, but also wealth and the right
to persecute. The price was clerical endorsement of the existing order on earth.”

Summary Question: What did the seals accomplish?
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The Seal of the Living God - Chapter Seven

Chapter Seven fitsinto the time slot between the triumph of the Catholic Church
and the trumpet judgments. It opens with the words “ After these things...” That is
after the amazing events of chapter six. Check out the outline chart in Part | of the
wor kbook on page 13.

1) “theseal of theliving God,” vs. 1-3.
There is amessenger who has been engaged in the work of sealing the servants of our God
(Rev. 7:2). From the use of the plural in verse 3, “till we have sealed the servants of our
God,” it is clear that the messenger with the mission of sealing represents a group of people.

a) The effort to destroy every copy of the Holy Scriptures under the 5™ seal had stirred up
faithful men to adiligent study of the Word. What principleis givenin 2Tim. 2:2?

b) God requiresthat His servants are sealed with His own seal. Look up the Greek for the
word “seal”.

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:

c) They were to have the impression of the living God on their forehead. The forehead often
denotes a state of mind, sometimes good and sometimes bad. Show this from Ex. 28:36;
Jer. 3:3 and Rev. 17:5.
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d) InJob thereisaconnection between being sealed and receiving instruction (33:16). Asa
result of being sealed what do the redeemed have in their forehead? (Rev. 14)

From our studiesin Part I, on God Manifestation, what does thisimply?

2) Thetribesof the children of Israel, Rev. 7:4-8

The Sealing of The 144.000. Rev. 7.

NATURAL ISRAEL GENTILE BELIEVERS
TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL TWELVE APOSTLES
The Founding “Fathers” Founding “Fathers” of Christianity

CHISTIANITY GOES INTO

APOSTASY
ISRAEL GOES INTO APOSTASY Constantine Forms Alliance

Worships gods of the nations between Church and State.
Tri-une god is worshipped

Individual, Faithful Israelites Individuals called out of The Tribes
saved out of The Nation of The Apostacy :
¢/p Rom 9:6. Sealed & Sanctified by The Truth

Romans 11:25.26.

THE ISRAEL OF @OD
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a) Revelationisgiven in symbolic language (Rev. 1:1). We must see the meaning behind the
symbols. The following series of questions should help us come to an understanding of
ch. 7:4-8.

For example, in Revelation ch. 1 what does the candlestick signify?

For whom was this book written (1:1)?

Who isbeing sedled in ch. 7:3?

Where are they from (7:4)? Remember thisisin symbol.

From ch. 7:9 explain who is represented by this symbol. Why it is not natural Israel?
These are the redeemed of ch. 14:3,4.

b) A NEw TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

Who are the children of Abraham (Gal. 3:7)?

What was preached to Abraham (Gal. 3:8)7?

How could the nations be part of this (Gal. 3:27, 29)?

Whose seed are these believers (Gal. 3:16)?

What gospel were they preaching when Paul wrote to them (Gal. 1:6)?

What had they done to the gospel (Gal. 1:7)?

What were they asaresult (Gal. 1:8-9)?

What did Jesus Christ call this seed of Abraham in Rev. 2:9 & 3:9?

¢) What did Jesus do with those ecclesias who would not repent (Rev. 2:5; 3:16)?



REVELATION - Manitoulin Youth Conference, 2001 PT. TWO - 19
“Behold, | make all thingsnew.” Rev. 21:5

d)

We know that thisis not natural Israel because in ch. 7:4-8 the tribe of is

missing. The tribe of isincluded a second time as a son of

These tribes represent false Christianity who were once the adopted seed of Abraham but
now have fallen away from the truth. This past connection with Isragl is shown by the use
of the symbol of the tribes of Israel’s sons.

What has happened to Jerusalem at thistime (Lk. 21:24)7?

What is thistime period called by Jesus?

How does Paul illustrate this fact in Romans 117

As Israel in the past turned apostate (fell away) so now do these spiritual Jews, as Paul had
warned (Acts 20:29-30).

From the time of the apostles faithful believers had been turning people from pagan darkness to
the light of the Gospel, but now the work would be to turn them from the darkness of apostate
Christendom to the Truth.

This sealing work was laying the foundation for the witnessing in chapter 11.

A Faithful Witness

f)

9)

During the time of Constantine the Roman Empire became “Christianized.” From that time forward
it was known as Christendom. This milestone event set the scene for the following centuries.

In North Africa there was a large faithful community among the Donatists.

They made sufficient impact to bring persecution upon themselves.

There is an enmity between the ecclesia and the apostate church. Both are known by
various names in the book of Revelation. What do we learn from Rev. 13:7 and 17:6?

Jesus spoke the Truth even though it cost him hislife. He is called the faithful witness
(Rev. 1:5). Look up theword for “witness’ in Strong’ s concordance.

Strong’'s # Greek word: Meaning:

Describe the witness of Jesus. Show how thiswas fatal to him (John 18:33 - 19:19; 1Tim.
6:13).
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3)

4)

h) Find other placesin the book of Revelation where a testimony was given. What were the
results of this?

i) What doesthisimply for usin our time?

The 144,000 taken out of all thetribesof the children of Isradl.
a) The 144,000 are seen in two states. Explain what these are from Rev. 7:4 and 14:1.

b) Where have this great multitude come from (7:14)?

¢) What principleis brought out in Rev. 7:14-15? Compare this with Phil. 2:8-9.

A Vision of the Kingdom, v.9.
A vision of the Kingdom is given to encourage and strengthen those faithful servants of the
Living God.

a) How isch. 7:9 afulfillment of God's promiseto Abraham (Gen. 22:17)?

b) The multitude are seen holding palm branches. This takes us back to the Feast of
Tabernacles. From Leviticus 23:39-44 and Deut. 16:13-17 give the main points about the
feast.
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¢) In Nehemiah ch. 8 an account is given of the keeping of the Feast of Tabernacles. What
are the main features brought out in this chapter?

d) Welearn from the prophets that this great feast was not only a memorial of the past but
also that it looked forward to some great event in the future. What information does the
prophet Hosea give us (12:9)?

€) What does Acts 1:6; 3:20-21 teach usto expect for Israel?

f) Explain the significance of the throne of Isragl using the following quotations, 1Chron.
28:5, Eze. 21:25-27 and Luke 1:32-33.

g) Aswe have seen, the Saints will be co-rulers with the King (Rev. 5:10). There will be
many nations subject to the King of Isragl, but who will be the chief of them? (See Mic.
4:8).

h) Israel will be the Kingdom of God upon earth whilst the nations will be the empire of the
Kingdom--a commonwealth of nations. What picture do you gain from the following
verses: Ex. 19:4-6; Mal. 3:3-4; Jer. 33:14-26 and Zech. 9:20-23?

Israel will become the light of the world with righteous king, rulers and subjects taking
God's truth to the nations.
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)

)

K)

God is going to regather the Jews from their dispersion. We see the start of this great
work today. It is preparation for the Kingdom of God of which the Jews will be the
subjects. What is the next event to be accomplished for Israel? (Romans 11:25-27).

From Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:26 show what change there will be for the
natural Jew.

Every Israglite will be full of the knowledge of God and faithful like Abraham. They will
keep the Feast of Tabernacles in the Land and rejoice before the Lord for all his goodness.
They themselves will be a great ingathering. What do we learn from Isaiah 27:6?

The nations will be blessed in Abraham and in Christ. When Jesus expounded his coming
in glory, the hearts of the apostles were set on fire. He made these things real to them. Put
yourself in the picture. See yourself there with the Lord in triumph. Draw together afew
verses to describe the picture of the Kingdom with the nations under the rulership of the
King of Kings. Include Zech. 2:11 and Isa. 19:23-25 in your answer.
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m) The nations will also keep the Feast of Tabernaclesin the Kingdom Age. Give the details
of this from the prophets.

In Conclusion

« This ingathering of a joyful multitude before the King indicates that the time of judgement has
passed. Jesus and his brethren have “gotten the victory over the beast” etc. (Rev. 15:2).

« Israel and the nations celebrate with them and rejoice in such a great victory.

* The nations have a righteous government. They are blessed in Abraham and his seed.

* Never before will there have been a Feast of Tabernacles like it! The great celebrations of the
Year 2000 will be absolutely nothing in comparison! The huge crowds won't be gathering to
honour the pope, princess or rock star. The great hero of the people will be the Lamb in the
midst of this palm bearing multitude. The earth will ring with their Hallelu-Yahs (cp. 1Kings 1:39-
40)!

e The Feast of Tabernacles will be kept in the Kingdom because it still has a future fulfillment. It
looks forward to the end of the Millennium when all the harvest of the earth will be gathered in
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SECTION C: BACKGROUND & THE MIGHTY MESSENGER — Revelation 10

Background: Revelation Chapters 8 & 9

Read chapters 8 & 9in your Bible.
These notes are to be studied with the charts in The Bible Magazine vol.13 #2; pg. 18,19.

Judgment is held back until the sealing work is accomplished (Rev. 7:1-3).

Revelation Chapter 8 — Four “Wind” Trumpets (Rev. 7:1)
The First Wind Trumpet A.D. 395 - Alaric and the Goths - Gibbon ch. 31

The hailstones of war (Isa. 28:2,17) fall on the people of the earth (Gen. 6:12-13) and on their rulers
(Judg. 9:8).These are the wicked who spring as the grass (Psa. 92:7).

Alaric crossed the Alps with 100,000 fighting men bringing devastation and terror. Rome was given
over to their fury (Note the quote in BM). The western third of the empire was hit.

The Second Wind Trumpet - The Terrible Genseric, Tyrant of the Sea - AD 429

Genseric and his Vandals were like a great mountain burning with fire (c/p Jer 51:25) cast into the sea
of people who also inhabited the sea coasts (Isa. 57:20).

Genseric's ships were the terror of the Mediterranean while his light cavalry repeatedly spread
devastation and destruction around the coasts of Italy, Greece and Asia.

When asked by his pilot what course he should steer, Genseric said, “Leave the determination to the
winds: they will transport us to the guilty coast whose inhabitants have provoked the divine justice”
(Gibbon ch.36).

The terrible Genseric delivered the Donatists of N. Africa from the cruel persecution of the Church
(Gibbon ch. 33).

The Third Wind Trumpet - Attila the Hun - AD 451

Attila the Hun was a meteoric star blazing in a path of destruction (c/p Num 24:17;Jud 5:20).

“The kings and nations of Germany and Scythia obeyed the warlike summons of Attila.”

In their course they massacred “the priests who served at the altar and the infants who, in the hour of
danger, had been providently baptised by the bishop” (Gibbon ch.35).

Attila (pic. BM) crossed the Alps, the watershed of Europe, reducing towns to ashes and causing the
slaughter and slavery of the peoples of the waters (Rev. 17:5).

Fourth Wind Trumpet - Roman Empire Darkened in the West - Gibbon ch. 36

Italy “was exhausted by the irretrievable losses of war, famine and pestilence.”
Theodoric King of the Ostrogoths became sole ruler of Italy, thus darkening the sun, moon and stars
of the Roman heavens in the West. (Judg 5:19-20; Isa. 34:5)).

Summary Question: Why did God send the wind trumpets? What did they accomplish?




REVELATION - Manitoulin Youth Conference, 2001 PT. TWO - 25
“Behold, | make all thingsnew.” Rev. 21:5

Revelation Chapter 9 — “Woe” Trumpets (Rev. 8:13)

The Fifth “Woe” Trumpet AD 632 - AD 933 - All quotes from Gibbon ch. 51

e Out of the furnace of civil war isolated Arabia was united under one commander(9:1,2).

» The Moslems “fought with the courage of lions,” had long hair, beards and turbans (v. 7,8). See
description in BM and map at the top of pg. 19.

» The faith preached under the name of Islam was “ That there is only one God.” (No Trinity!)

» The Christians had “relapsed into a semblance of paganism ...vows were made to the relics and
images... they invested the Virgin Mary with the honours of a goddess.”

» Favor was showed to those (with the seal of God, 9:4) who were previously persecuted.

The Golden Altar

* The symbol of the golden altar is taken from the Old Testament (Ex. 30:1-10). Incense ascended to
God like the prayers of the Saints (Psa. 141:2). In Rev. 9 the golden altar shows the presence of a
faithful community of believers.

e The trumpet judgments are an incredible answer to prayer (ch. 8:3-5; 9:13).

» All down the ages of history the prayers of the faithful ascend to God.

» The answer to their cry sets in motion the whole machinery of judgment as shown in the different
scenes of the book of Revelation. “All things are for your sakes” (2 Cor. 4:15; Isa 43:14).

Sixth “Woe” Trumpet - Four Angel Powers Chapter 9 v.14-21

» The four angel powers were one by one brought as far as the Euphrates (v. 14) and each at their
appointed time released (See the center map on page 19 of the Bible magazine).

* They all believed in one God.

» They were hostile to the “Christians” who were Trinitarian and worshipped dead “saints” (9:20-21).
Here were powers especially prepared by God for judgment on the apostasy.

The First Angel Power - The Turks
*  “The establishment of the Turks in Anatolia or Asia Minor was the most deplorable loss which the
church and empire had sustained.” Gibbon ch. 57

The Second Angel Power - The Moguls and Tartars - All quotes from Gibbon ch. 64

* “The Tartars ravaged the countries with equal fury...permanent conquest of Russia... deadly, though
transient, inroads into the heart of (Catholic) Poland... as far as borders of Germany."

* “In the Battle of Lignitz... they filled nine sacks with the right ears of the slain."

* “The whole country north of the Danube was lost in a day and depopulated in a summer;"

« “Of all the cities and fortresses of Hungary, three alone survived the Tartar invasion.”

The Third Angel Power - Timour and the Moguls - All quotes from Gibbon ch. 65

«  “*You see me here, said Timour, ‘a poor, lame, decrepit mortal. Yet by my arm has the Almighty
been pleased to subdue the kingdoms™ (His pic. in BM).

* “He erected on the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid of 90,000 heads.”

The Fourth Angel Power - The Ottoman Turks -All quotes from Gibbon ch. 68.

 The Turks took Constantinople, the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire in 1453.

* The historian Gibbon says: “The incessant volleys of lances and arrows were accompanied with the
smoke, the sound, and the fire of their musketry and cannon” (Rev. 9:17-18). The Moslems used this
cannon with great effect.

» During the siege the Christians “with loud and impotent complaints, deplored the guilt, or the
punishment of their sins. The celestial image of the Virgin had been exposed to solemn procession;
but their divine patroness was deaf to their entreaties.”

e The camp of the Turks “re-echoed with the Moslem shouts of ‘God is God: there is but one God...” It
was this God who was standing up for His unity against the Catholic idolaters.
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» With the downfall of Constantinople the Roman empire ceased to exist in the East. In the language of
Rev. 9:18 “the third part of men were killed.” (See picture of siege p.19, BM).

Summary Question: What was the purpose of these “woe” trumpets? Did the people repent as
aresult of these judgments? Provide the quotation in your answer.

The Mighty Rainbowed Messenger — Revelation Chapter 10

1) TheTimeof theVision
a) Thetime periodisgiven in chapter 10 verse 7. What is this?

b) During thistime the dead are to be raised and the vial judgments will be completed. Take
alook at the chart given on page 13 of part one of this study. Note where chapter 10 fits
into the overall construction of the book. What does its content focus on?

2) TheMighty Angel
The Angel of chapter 10 must not be confused with the trumpet angels of chapters 8 and 9.
Chapter 10 commences with “another” mighty angel.

a) What two features connect this Mighty Messenger with the “ One like the Son of Man”
(ch. 1)?

b) What feature connects him with the one on the throne of ch. 4?
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c) Previously, what did we learn about the cloud in Rev. 1:7 and Heb. 12:1?

d) What ishisvoice like? Where did we come across thisin Rev. 5?

€) Summarizing these points, what is your definition of the Mighty Messenger?

* What we are seeing is the One like the Son of man from a different viewpoint. His seat of
government is in the political heaven (ch. 4). From there his feet as pillars of fire descend in
judgment on the nations represented by the earth and sea.

< By the time the Lord Jesus is revealing his power in the earth, the resurrection and judgement
will have taken place. From the following passages show who will be with him (1Thess. 3:13;
Zech. 14:4-5).

e This is one aspect of the messenger of the covenant (Mal. 3:1).

3) TheResurrection and Judgement
Metaphorically we have seen that clouds represent a mighty host. In Heb. 12:1 they area
mighty host of witnesses. All down the centuries there have been faithful men and women
who, like Jesus, have given testimony to the Truth at the hazard of their liberty and life. Many
have suffered torture and death because they witnessed against the exalted “god of the earth”
(Chapter 11:4; cp. 2Thes. 2:4). Before this Mighty Messenger can be clothed with his cloud
these faithful witnesses must be brought back into existence.

a) Read 1Thess. 4:16. What is thefirst action Jesus will take when he returns to the earth?

What will happen to the living (2Thess. 2:1; Psa. 50:5)?
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b) At theresurrection there will be aliving history of all generations. The Apostle Paul

d)

encourages us in the faith by giving us examples from the cloud of witnesses (Heb. 11).
What will the evolutionist say when Adam walks in on the scene? Or the skeptic with the
arrival of Noah? Give a brief description of some of the characters that you will meet at
the resurrection. What impact does this have on you? (Consider Isa. 26:21 & Heb. 12:1).

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ (2Cor. 5:10). Look up the Greek
word “appear” from this verse.

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:

What is the implication of thisfor us?

Remember that Jesus is a personification of the Word of God. To stand before Jesusis to
stand before the Living Word. It will be like meeting the Bible as aliving personality.
Imagine yourself in that situation. What principle do we learn from Heb. 4:127?

There are two stages to the resurrection: first the re-building of the old body followed by
judgment, then for the faithful, those accounted righteous, a quickening (Jn. 5:21; Rom.
14:9 A.V.). What does Jesus call this quickening? (Jn. 5:29).

The faithful will then be immortal, like the Angels, never to die. They will be God's
family taken from among men and women all down the ages of time. They will all be the
seed of Abraham, Mighty Ones of faithfulness, the Y ahweh Elohim (cp. Isa. 30:27).

Revision: What does the name Yahweh Elohim mean?
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4) TheNorthern Invader

5)

All the prophets look to the latter-day invasion of Israel (Ezek. 38:17). Ezekiel describesthe
descent of agreat host on the land of Israel. One of the objectives of the northern invasion is
to come against “the people’. We see the seeds of thisin the rise of anti-semitism today.
Everything that the little nation of Israel has built up and striven for will be brought to ruins.
It will be reduced to aheap in aday of grief and desperate sorrow (Isa. 17:11).

a) From Ezekiel 38 and Zech. 14:1-3, explain what God’ s response isto this invasion by the
great company and mighty army from the north.

The LORD Goes Forth

Habakkuk chapter 3isnot al in the past tense. At verse 3 the RV margin says. “Or cometh
(and similarly to the end of ver. 15)”. Thisis atime when the LORD will “revive His work”
(verse 2). This gives afuture context to the chapter.

a) Habakkuk also gives the reason why the LORD goes forth. What is this? (Note ch. 3:13).

Thisindicates that “ the people”’ are not with the Holy One coming from Mount Paran. The
Mighty One is going forth to save them. This prayer then is not a memorial of the past but a
prophecy of the future!

b) From the AV margin of verse 3 (or see Strong’ s #8486/8487), what is the literal meaning
of the word Teman?

¢) Findthe areaof Teman and Paran in aBible atlas. Mark them on the map on the next
page.

d) Therefore, we see the LORD will establish his power in the south first. Note Habakkuk
3:7. Look up the word “Cushan” in Strong's concordance.

Strong' s # Hebrew word: Meaning:

Again we are pointed to the region south of the Land. Locate Cushan and Midian and add
them to the map.
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“The LORD came from Sinai...with ten thousands of saints...” Deut. 33:2

MEINTERAAMNEAN SEA
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€) What was the area promised to Abraham? Provide averse to prove this.

6) WhoisThis?
a) Isaiah also sees one coming up from the territory of Edom (chapter 63:1-4).
Answer the question that is asked “Who is this?”’

Whose name carries the meaning “Mighty to Save?’

Where is he seen coming from? Mark this on your map.

Again the point is made: “ of the people there was none with me” (Isa. 63:3). The Jewish
people are the ones needing help and salvation at this time. They have not yet joined the
ranks of the One like the Son of Man.

b) Asseen previously Jesusis not on his own when his feet touch the Mount of Olives
(Zech. 14:4-5). Who iswith him?

What happens to the Mount of Olives at thistime? How was this event typified in Israel’s
history?

¢) Psalm 24 seesthe King coming in hisglory. What is the burning question of the day (v.7-
10)? What isthe answer given in this Psalm?

d) Look up the meaning of the word “hosts’ in Strong’ s concordance.

Strong' s # Hebrew word: Meaning:

When we put this together with the meaning of LORD - Y ahweh - what do we get? This
is another way of saying that “the LORD my God shall come and all the saints with thee.”
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e) Sowhen the Almighty Warrior and his armies arrive at Jerusalem, the great question is,
“Who is thisinvincible Commander and his mighty host? Who isit?’ When the Jewish
people see who heis, what is the next question asked? What is the response? (Zech. 13:6;
12:9-14; Rev. 1.7).

7) EatingtheLittle Book, Rev. 10:8-10
a) Johniscommanded to absorb the message of the book; to make it part of himself (cp. Jer.
15:16). What prophet was given asimilar instruction?

b) The book was as sweet as honey. The prophet found the book to be soothing and
strengthening. That is the effect of the Truth to al who properly absorb it. What
comparison isthere givenin Psa. 19:7-11?

¢) When the book was digested, it brought the prophet bitterness. If you have accessto
Thayer’s Lexicon, look up the Strong’ s # for bitter (Rev. 10:9,10). Read Ezek. 3:14 and
note the AV marginal note for “heat.” How does Ezekiel help us understand the meaning
of bitterness?

The book filled the prophet with indignation against a godless world. In eating the book he endorsed
its message.

The Seven Thunders, Rev. 10:4

As we saw in ch. 4, thunder is a metaphor for war (Psa. 18:13-14). These thunders will be written on
the pages of history by the amazing exploits of the Saints in subduing the world in righteousness. Until
that time they are sealed and the world will know nothing about them.

Prophesy Again (ch. 10:11)- A warning of Coming Judgement
This section will be covered when we consider the everlasting gospel in Rev. 14.
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SECTION D: BACKGROUND & WITH THE LAMB ON MT. ZION - Revelation 14

Background: Revelation Chapters 11 - 13

Revelation Chapter 11 - See chart on P. 15 of BM

Ch. 11 is concurrent with the trumpet judgments (11:14).

It includes a long period of 1260 years (on the day-for-a-year principle (Num. 14:34).

During this time a witness was to be made before the god of the earth (11:3-4; not the God of Heaven
- 11:13).

In pagan Roman times “the god of the earth” was Caesar but when “the son of perdition” was revealed
as a result of “a falling away” (2Thes. 2:3) this “Christian” apostate sat in the temple of the Roman god
“showing himself that he is God” (2Thes. 2:4).

A Summary of Chapter 12 and 13

Chapter 12 is an amplification of the 6" seal. In the 6" seal we saw the heavens rolled away. Now a
new power is seen in the political heaven (12:1) and it's a woman!

The Catholic church claims that this woman with 12 stars is herself and she is right!

We have seen from ch. 6 how she got to this position of authority.

She is in the same heaven as the Roman dragon (v. 9).

The woman brings forth a man child (v. 5). This child has Christ-like features but he is not the true
Christ. Jesus said “By their fruits ye shall know them.”

First, he engages “in war in heaven” (v. 7).

Summary Question: Trace the child’'s development through Rev. 12 and 13.

Omitting the italics what has this child become in 12:137?

Hisfull identity isgivenin 13:18. What is he now?

If you thought he was Christ, he deceived you! (13:14).
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With the Lamb on Mt. Zion — Revelation Chapter 14

1) “Having hisFather’sname,” v.1.

2)

a) When we believe the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus
Christ we are baptised (Acts 8:12). We have a change of citizenship (Eph. 2:12-19).
Explain what this means.

b) We are adopted into the family of God (v. 19) and become his sons and daughters (2 Cor.
6:18). Baptism isanew birth. In what place does God consider that each of His people
are spiritually born? (Psa. 87)

“On the mount Zion”

God'’ s people are citizens of Zion. Zion stands for al the holy things of God - His city, His
land, His people and His promises (Gal. 4:26). His son is the foundation stone of Zion (Isa.
28:16).

a) Thereisaso alitera senseto our standing on Mt. Zion. What is the picture given from
Psalm 122; Psalm 2:6; Rev. 20:4 and any other verses that you can find?

b) From Psalm 24 give the answer to the question, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the
LORD?

¢) Thosewho stand on Mt. Zion have the Father’s Name in their forehead. These people
have the character and laws of God written in their heart and mind (Heb. 10:16). Jesus
camein his Father’s Name (Jn. 5:43). What is the result of believing in this Name (Jn.
20:31)?
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As certainly as the Lamb was slain, so surely will he appear on Mount Zion with the 144
thousand. In the same place where there was a dreadful clamour for his crucifixion there
will be songs of praise and thanksgiving. The Saints themselves will be living harps (cp. Job
30:31), the instruments of God, sounding forth the glory of God.

3) “Not Defiled with Women,” v.4.
The 144 thousand are made up of both men and women. There is therefore a symbolic sense
to these words.

a) Who does the woman represent in 2Cor. 4:2? What might she become?

Name several unfaithful women found in the book of Revelation.

b) These women represent the unfaithful church. The warning to usis not to be defiled by
the fal se teaching and philosophy of the religious world. False doctrineis akiller! It was
so from the beginning when the original serpent questioned God's Word. What was the
teaching of the serpent?

¢) Thisserpent and all who have taught his doctrine ever since, are “murderers’ because the
lie breeds death. It is ateaching which is as good as calling God aliar, and is therefore
blasphemous. How does this teaching prevent true repentance (see Ezek. 13:22)?

The serpent’ s teaching thereby promotes sin which is the cause of death.

4) “Follow the Lamb”
In al the work and operations of the Lord Jesus the faithful follow him.
a) How isthis characteristic of the faithful brought out in Ezekiel 1? Compare this with
Rom. 8:14.
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b) How must we be live this principle now if we want to be with him in the future?

5) “TheEverlasting Gospel,” v.6.
In chapter 10 the apostle John represented a class of preachers who would “prophesy again.”
Thisisnow further expanded in ch. 14:6-7.

a) What do we learn from Psalm 68:11? Can you find any other similar verses?

e Chapters 4 & 5 inform us of the foothold that will be made in the political heavens by the
Lamb and his 144 thousand. The throne will be established on Mount Zion (4:2; 14:1) - the
city of David.

¢ A proclamation is made from here to the rulers of church and state in the midheaven. It is the
midheaven because the highest heaven is now occupied by the Lamb who is the new
Super-Power!

* Young's Literal translates ch. 14 v. 6; “And | saw another messenger flying in mid-heaven,
having good news age-during to proclaim...” In other words the good news is for the age
which will last a 1000 years (ch. 20).

b) Write aproclamation to be announced to the nations introducing to them the King and his
faithful followers. Issue, in your own words an invitation to give allegiance to the King of
Israel with the blessings that will follow. If this offer is rejected judgment will come.
Here are some suggested verses and you should use others of your own: Rev. 14.6-7; Lk.
1:32-33; Psalm 2:6-12; Acts 17:22-31; Rev. 21:4; Isa. 55:1; Mic. 4:4; Rev. 14:9-11.
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This proclamation will be made with signs and wonder s as the message of Moses was to
Pharaoh.

0)

d)

There will be those who show faith like Rahab of old. From the following verses describe
the reaction of people when they realise that they have been deceived: Jer. 16:19; Zech.
13:3-4; Isa. 2:20,22.

Therewill be agreat stir and commotion in all the news media and government offices
around the world! The Pope and heads of state in Europe, US, Canada etc. will get the
message from a Jew on Mt. Zion, claiming to be King of Israel and of the world. Are they
likely to submit and place their dominions at his feet? Look at the following verses and
put together your answer: Psa. 2:1-5; Hab. 3:14; Rev. 19:19-20; 17:14.

This proclamation of Good News will aso be a Jubilee trumpet call for the Jew to return
every man to his own possession (Lev. 25:9-10). What is the message of Isa. 43:6; Zech.
2:6-7 and Rev. 18:4-5?

f) What will the attitude of the nations be to these Jews? Compare this with Pharaoh of old.

g) Thefaith of the Jewish people will betried just asit wasin the wilderness. From Ezek.

20:33-38, 40-42 and Jer. 31:2 describe how God will deal with the Jews. What will be the
results of this?
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6) “Thehour of hisjudgment iscome,” v.7.
The judgment of the nations will proceed on the same principles as the judgment of
individuals (Matt. 25:31-46). Jesus Christ is the great shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13:20).
The False Prophet is the shepherd of the “goats.” The Judge sets the goats on his left hand.
These will include the “ Christian” nations of Europe who reject the King of Zion.

a) InRev. 19 these nations are “cast alive into alake of fire.” What are the symbols given
for these nationsin ch. 19?

b) He setson hisright hand his sheep including the little flock of Judah (Zech. 12:7; 9:16).
What do the sheep nations have to display? What becomes of them as aresult? (Gal 3:8-
9; Zech. 2:11; Isa. 40:11).

¢) The sheep nations will now be on the side of the King. Name some of these nations from
Isaiah 60 and Isaiah 66:19.

d) These nations will already have been subjected to the judgements of God at Bozrah (cp.
Isa. 2:12,16). Note Isaiah 66:20 and compare it with Isaiah 60:9. How will the Lord use
this great naval power in the work to restore Israel?

In the Kingdom Age Israel will be the firstborn in a divine family of nations (c/p Ex. 4:22).
Abraham will be the national father, and Christ his seed, the King (Gen. 17:4, 8).

The land of Canaan will be the royal dominion - the place of the kingdom (Gen 17:8).

It will be so highly civilized that in retrospect the present age will be regarded as intensely
dark and barbaric for then the knowledge of the glory of the LORD shall cover the earth.
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7) The 2" Angel Power —Whois represented by Babylon?

a)

b)

Detail is given about Babylon and her destruction in Rev. 17 & 18. Identify Babylon from
the following features given in ch. 17. The 1% is done for you.

A religious system: A whore (17:1); name of blasphemy (17:3).
A mother church

With daughter churches:

Known for her wealth:

Persecuting power:

International system:

Seat of an empire:

Seven hilled city:

© N o g bk~ w DN

The answer is clear. Babylon the Great is Rome. Today Rome and the Vatican represent
not only a spiritual power but also a political power. The Vatican sends its ambassadors
to many nations, and has great wealth through its financial interests. Thisis depicted in
Rev. 18.

Rev. 18 iswritten like a news report. The headline and opening paragraph announce the
main news. Thisisfollowed by amore detailed report. This feature is used several times
in Revelation. Keeping thisin mind, what is the outcome of the judgment on Babylon?

Rome is the enemy of the Truth down the ages. From Revelation 17 and 18 give the main
reasons why God will judge her.
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8) TheFall of Babylon

» An opportunity to accept the King of kings has been given to the nations, but the goats are
stirred up in rebellion (Zech. 10:3).

» Thefall of Babylon follows thisreection. Thisis depicted in Rev. 14:8, in the events of the
7" vial (ch. 16:17-21) and in chapters 17 and 18,

» The“Christian nations” will say that this Jew on Mt. Zion is an impostor and is the
Antichrist. Even now they look for the advent of the Antichrist who will convert the Jews
and rebuild the temple, things that the Lord Jesus himself will accomplish. This future
antichrist theory is false doctrine.

a) Inthe 1% Epistle of John, the signs of antichrist are clearly stated. Give 4 ways to identify
antichrist from chapters 2, 3 and 4.

A wrong under standing of prophecy will cause these people and nations to come
against Christ!

9) The 3 Angel Power
a) There are some “standing afar off” who survive the overthrow of Babylon. From Rev. 18
list the survivors.
b) Hasthis great overthrow made them repent? Give the verses from ch. 18, and also note
the closing verses of ch. 16 which relate to thistime.
The 3" angel judgements are necessary because there are those who will still worship the
beast etc. (14:9) after the fall of Babylon. Their destruction is also depicted in ch. 19.
10) TheMark of the Beast

The mark of the beast is not the number 666 as is so often thought. In Rev. 14:11 it iscalled
“the mark of his name.” We must take note of what the Bible istelling us.

a) What does Rev. 13:1 tell us about his name?
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b)

d)

Thisishis name or character - his reputation. Where does his blasphemy come from (v.
5,6)?

It istherefore what he teaches. We have already seen that false teaching is akiller as well
as adeceiver. Evangelicals would have us believe that this mark is a harmless bar code.
Scripture teaches otherwise. Who does the beast blaspheme? Give the verses with your
answer.

The beast therefore represents a Christian power.

That which isimpressed upon the forehead denotes a certain way of thinking - a state of
mind. What would that which isimpressed upon the right hand relate to (cp. Part 11, Sec.
A, #10)?

Today, the Roman Church has harnessed - not only the techniques - but also the
technology of the modern world. Papal Encyclical Letters concerning the Media show
how the Roman Church has been seeking to use radio, movies and television to influence
the minds of men and women over many years. This appears not only sinister, but also
transparently evil when the facts are known. A couple of quotations are provided by way
of example.

In the papal encyclical titled Decree of the Means of Mass Communication (1963) it is stated that:

«  “Public opinion nowadays exerts the greatest influence...Therefore, let them strive, with the
help, among other things, of the mass media, to mould and develop a right public opinion...”

« “All the sons of the Church should endeavour with one mind and one intent to see that the
means of mass communication are used effectively... There must be no delay; the greatest
zeal is called for.”

« “...national Offices for press, cinema, radio and television are to be set up everywhere...They
will also encourage and control whatever is done in this field by Catholics.”

What are the aims of the Catholic Church today concerning the mass media?
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f)

The following extract from a press review of the movie The Exorcist will illustrate how
modern techniques and technology are harnessed:

“This (film) is a medievally crude way of filling folk with religious dread (and putting them in awe of
the priesthood), but if you research your superstitions cold-bloodedly enough, as Blatty did...you
will impress many millions of suggestible people, and make many millions of dollars. (Anyone who
thinks our man Blatty could not possibly be so calculating a tactician should bear in mind that he
was once Policy Branch Chief of the United States Air Force Psychological Warfare Division. He
knows what he is doing, and how, and to whom).”

How can you avoid receiving the mark of the name of the beast in your forehead?

11) A peoplecalled out of darkness.

a)

b)

d)

Using your concordance find a New Testament quotation to show what God requires
before He will receive us as His “ sons and daughters’ (see also Rev. 18:4 and 1Pet. 2:9).
What does God require of us?

From Genesis ch. 6 show how God'’ s sons ignored this principle.

What has happened to God’ s daughters (Gen. 6)?

How did Daniel cope with living in Babylon (Daniel ch. 1)?

What |essons can we learn from this while living in aworld which is spiritualy like
Babylon?
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SECTION E: THE SONG OF MOSES AND THE LAMB - Chapter 15

Revelation chapter 15 serves as an introduction to chapters 16 thru 20. One could argue
that to us thisis one of the most important parts of the book—if not the Bible to us—as
these chapters deal with events that are directly related to the time in which we live.
While other parts of the book (including these chapters) confirm our faith as we view the
gpan of history, this part has a particularly striking reference to us—as we see the scroll
unfolding before our eyes. We see God working out his purpose as he prepares to gather
the nations to Armageddon—and when we appreciate his hand at work, a tingle goes up
our spine aswe read the next verse: “ Behold, | come asa thief...” ...and we ask
ourselves: “ Am| watching?” These chapters then project usinto the near future, to a
time when Jesus Christ will be back in the earth, sending his saints—now immortal spirit
beings—to complete God' s purpose in the earth, that it might be filled with His glory.
(Numbers 14:21).

In the style of Revelation—and many of the other prophets—Revelation 15 introduces the
seven vial signs giving usthe end result first. It introduces the vials and gives us a vision
of what they accomplish. Then the other chapters go on to detail the beginning of the
seven-fold vial sign, the “ great and marvelous’ intermediate devel opments, and the
ending of the sign . Revelation 15:1 introduces the “ seven last plagues’. We are then
instructed that at the completion of these, God’ s wrath will be accomplished. As a result,
the inhabitants of the earth will learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9; Rev. 15:4).

Revelation 15—19 Breakdown

Introduction to the Sevenfold Vial sign and showing the end result

Details of the vial of wrath judgments; in breaking down
the kingdom of men and preparing for the kingdom of God

vrs 1—6: Description of the woman and the beast.
vrs 7—14: The mystery of the Beast
vrs 15: The waters
vrs 16—17: The horns their past (v16 refers back to ch16) and future
vrs 18: The woman (great whore) is the great city

The Judgment of the Great City (great whore) the mystery of the woman

vrs 1—10: The Alleluia rejoicing

vrs 11—16: Jesus Christ and his armies ride forth against the nations
vrs 17—18: Israel feasts on the spoil of the nations

vrs 19—21: The destruction of the beast and false prophet in the
European lake of fire
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Revelation 15—part one.

1) “Another signin heaven” v.1
The word another tells us that we are being directed to see something new and different.
Look up the word “another” in Vines and show the difference between the two Greek words
translated “another” in the N.T.

2) “Theseven last plagues.”
a) What doesthe end of verse 1 tell usis special about these plagues?

b) Using aconcordance, find the Greek definition for “filled up”. Note other places where
thisword is used, particularly in Revelation. Compare Rev. 10:7 with Rev. 11:14-15.
What does this tell us about how the vial signs relate to the 7th trumpet?

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:

¢) Next, note what is said when the 7th vial has finished being poured out in Rev. 16:17.
Compare thiswith Ezekiel 39:8. What phrase is used in both verses? What does this tell
us about when the 7th vial will be poured out? (Hint: look at Ezekiel 38:8).

3) Theseaof glass.
The sea here isin the same condition as we saw in chapter 4:6, except here Jesusistelling us
that the state of the sea had been recently changed. It is the actions of the vial sign on the sea
that have brought it to this condition. J.P. Green’ s tranglation gives us the correct tense of the
verse: “And | saw, as a glassy sea having been mixed with fire...”

a) InRev. 17:15it tells us quite clearly what the waters are. What are they?
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When the Kingdom of Men has dominion over the waters, they are asin Isaiah 57:20-21.
When Jesus Christ and his Saints (the Kingdom of God) have dominion over the waters they
areasin Rev. 4:6 and 15:2. The effect that they have on the watersis summed up in Psa.
65:7.

b)

For light to penetrate through water it must be clear. Using Scripture, such asthe
following, create atheme based on this statement. (Isa. 26:9; 32:17; 60:1-3; Zech. 2:11;
Deut. 32:43).

BM page 14 may be helpful for the following questions.

c)

d)

Rev. 17:1 tellsuswho had been previously sitting on, or having power over, the waters.
Look in Rev. 17:7-8. What is carrying the woman? What do these verses tell us about his
previous career?

How many heads and horns does he have (17:3)?

What color ishe (17:3)?

What kind of name does he have (17:3)?

Of whose blood is the woman guilty (therefore a so the beast carrying her)? (17:6).

With what ancient nation is the woman associated in some way (17:5)?
Who will wonder at, or be dazzled by, these things (17:8)?
What is hisend (Rev. 19:20)?

In Rev. 13:1 we were also introduced to a beast. From where had this beast been
derived—or come forth ? Show that the career of this beast is one-and-the-same with the
one we just looked at using these verses: Rev. 13:3; 11.7.

How many heads and horns does he have (13:1)?
What color isthe beast he derived his power from (12:3; 13:2)?
What kind of name does he have (13:1; 5-6)?
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f)

Of whose blood is this beast guilty (13:7; 11:7)?
From what four creaturesisthis beast derived (13:2)7?

Who will wonder at, or be dazzled by, these things (13:3,8)?

In Daniel 7 we are introduced to 4 beasts. From where were these beasts derived, or
where are we told they “came up from”?

How many horns does the 4™ beast have (7:7)?
Did this beast blaspheme God (7:25)7?
Of whose blood is this beast guilty (7:21,25)?

What four creatures are used to portray these beast/kingdoms? (In Dan. 7:23 beasts are
used to represent kingdoms).

What is the 4™ beast most well known for and judged for (Dan. 7:8,11,20,25; cp. Rev.
13:5)?

What ishisend (Dan. 7:11)? During what period of time was he to come to an end? Hint:
see Dan. 7:21-22.

Re-read al of your answers from questions ¢, d and e. Write a short paragraph showing
how this is the same beast in different phases having the same end at the same time. From
your answers describe why this system must be judged by the seven vial signs. In
Revelation 16 find two things that the recipients of the judgements did which the beast
also did. (Hint: one of them is repeated 3 times in the chapter). Thiswill show that those
judged are part of the beast system.
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g) Read Rev. 15:2. Why isit important to know what the “beast” and the other things
mentioned here mean? Y ou can use Rev. 20:4 & 14:9 to support your answer.

4) Theman of war (Exodus 15:3).

a) What doesit say in Rev. 2:26-27 will be one of the privileges for those who overcome?
Use Psalm 2; Psalm 149 and Daniel 7:18, 22 to contribute to your answer. Note: The
things that must be overcome have been listed for usin Rev. 15:2.

Referring back to Rev. 10, those that had gotten the victory are symbolized by the messenger
of the covenant. This messenger has wrested dominion over the sea fromthe beast, and is
therefore a “ man of war.”

b) Using these passages, explain how prophesying, war and victory were associated with
music in the Kingdom of God in the past: 1Chron. 25; 2Chron. 20.

¢) Whilethe victorious man of war stands on the glassy sea, he sings the song of Moses and
the Lamb. The Lamb is the prophet like unto Moses (Deut. 18:18). The song of Mosesis
recorded for usin Exodus 15. Using as many echoes as you can find, show that the song
of Mosesis prophetic of the time of Revelation 15.
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d)

f)

9)

Explain which great and marvelous works they are referring to in Rev. 15:3, by going
back to the start of the chapter. Find aversein chapter 16 which supports that these works
arejust and true.

Aswitnesses to God' s truth we have to hold accountable those who have persecuted
God' s saints just as He will. This must be part of our preaching. Do we believe that these
are true and righteous?

Sometimes when we speak about the Kingdom and its establishment, we tend to forget
therole of natural Israel. (Therole of natural Israel will be covered in chapter 19). Israel
as anation will repent and enter the “New Covenant” in Jesus Christ. From Isaiah 11:11—
12:6, find at least four comparisons with what you have learnt concerning the song of
Moses and Rev. 15:34.

If we are not on the side of the “man of war,” who has achieved dominion over the sea of
nations, on whose side are we? (See Rev. 20:15). We need to ask ourselves two
guestions: Am | watching and keeping my garments? Have | been baptized—do | have
garments? Comment on these questions.

5) In Numbers 14:21 the purpose of God is stated. Make a connection between the vial signs
and the completion of God’s purposein Rev. 15:4.
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Revelation 15—part two.

Our attention is now diverted to different things relating to the vial signs—not so much what the
vials signs accomplish, but how they come about.

1) “TheTemple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony.”

A. The Testimony
a) Look up theword “testimony” in your concordance. What does it mean?

Strong's # Greek word: Meaning:

b) InActs7:44 when it speaks of the “tabernacle of witness’. What word is used for
“witness’? Compare this with your answer in the previous question using the Strong’s
number. What do you find?

¢) What isthetitle that is used to describe the tabernacle in the Old Testament in such
passages as 2Chron. 24:6? Using these verses describe why isit called by this phrase:
Deut. 31:26; Ex. 25:21-22.

d) Using the verses from the previous question, determine in which part of the tabernacle the
law of God, or testimony, was kept.

B. The Temple

a) Look uptheword “temple” in Young's Concordance. There are two main Greek words
used for “temple’ in the New Testament. What is the contrast between the two meanings?
Note: Strong’sis not clear on the distinction between the words—if you do not have
Young's, Vines will show the difference between these two words.
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b)

0)

Read Rev. 11:19. In this verse the Greek word used for templeis naos. To what part of
the Tabernacle is the word “temple” or naos referring (considering what isseeninit)? It
may help to render the phrase from chapter 15 like this: “ The naos of the tabernacle
wher e the testimony was kept.”

Using Rev. 3:12, show spiritually of what part of the tabernacle the word “temple” or
Greek naos speaks ?

C. The Tabernacle

a)

b)

Look up the Greek word “tabernacle” in your concordance. What does it mean? Also,
look up the Hebrew word “tabernacle,” asfound in Ex. 25:9. Relate the definition to Ex.
25:8.

Strong's# Greek word: Meaning:
Strong's# Hebrew word: Meaning:
Relate thisto 1Peter 2:5-6, Ex. 26:11,24 and John 17:21. The ecclesiaof God is

spiritually atabernacle in an imperfect state. If we were to attain to immortality and be a
“perfect man” (Eph. 4:13), what part of the tabernacle would symbolize the perfect state?
Hebrews 9:11-12 may help.

In Revelation 15:5, using your answers from A-d, B-b, B-c, C-b, what does it mean that
“the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony” is*“in heaven”’? Note: referring back to the
“heaven” inyour notes from Rev. 4.1 will help.

Jesus Christ isthe builder of thisliving temple. (Heb. 3:3; John 14:1-4.) The book of
Revelation gives us the details of how he has been building this temple for the last 2000
years!
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The Agents of the Judgement.

Even though the saints are not immortal beings when the majority of the vials are poured out,
their witness, their prayers of distress and longing for the Kingdom, and their blood crying from
the ground is what causes the judgements to come. In this way the saints are intimately involved
in the outpouring of the judgements and are so depicted in Revelation 15. The angels emerge
“out of” the temple and are in fact part of the temple (Rev. 21:17). In J.P. Green’ strandlation it
gives the proper tense to the sentence: “ And the seven angels having the seven plagues came
forth out of the temple, having been clothed in clean and bright linen, and having been girded
with golden bands.”

2) “Having been clothed in clean and bright linen.”
a) When do we acquire our covering or garmentsin Christ (Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21)?

b) The gospel isthe “things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ.”
Thisiswhat was preached to us and we responded to if we are baptized (Mark 16:15-16;
John 6:63, 68). The beast and those associated with him have perverted the gospel of
Christ (Gal. 1:7; Rev. 13:6). What does this tell us about the kind of vigilance we should
have about guarding our gospel—doctrines—covering? Use Rev. 16:15 in your answer.

¢) What doesit mean to have “pure’ rament (Rev. 19:8)?

d) Look up “white” in your Strong’ s Concordance. Using these passages and your definition,
determine what is meant by the bright aspect of their clothing: Acts 10:30; Rev. 22:16;
2:28; 2Cor. 5:2-4; Rom. 8:10-11; 1Cor. 15:52-53.

Strong' s # Greek word: Meaning:

2) “Having been girded with golden bands.”
a) What doesit mean to be girded (Psa. 18:39; Dan. 10:18-19)?

b) For what purpose are those like unto the “son of man” girded (Isa. 11:1-5; Rev. 14:6;
Num. 14:21)7?
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3) Thewrath of God and the prayers of the saints.
Refer to Section A for notes on the four living creatures. Refer to the notes on the overview of the
trumpets concerning the prayers of the saints in Section C.

a) InRev. 5:8 the sameword “vials’ isused. They arefilled with the * prayers of the saints”
and the four living creatures are holding them. In Rev. 15 the four living creatures give
them to the messengers. This shows that these judgements are aresult of the prayers of
the saints! They are vias of wrath because the saints' blood cries out from the ground.
Find at least four places where it speaks of the blood of saintsin chapters 16-20. Also,
using Leviticus 16:12-13 and Rev. 8:4 determine what the smoke is.

b) Smokeisused in another way in Biblical imagery. Look up these passages. Psalm 144.5—
6; Joel 2:30-32. Show the connection with this symbol and the vials.

¢) Tofinish, itisfascinating to see the comparison of this chapter in Revelation with Isaiah
chapter 6. Before turning to Isaiah 6, read 2Chronicles 26:16—21 to see the background.
What did the high priest have on his forehead? What happened to King Uzziah's
forehead? Compare Rev. 14:1,9 and Proverbs 28:9. What exhortation does this give to
us?

d) Find five echoes between Isaiah 6 and Revelation 15.

4) Noneableto enter thetemple, Rev. 15:8
Seeing that we have seen how the immortal saints are part of the living temple, use these
verses to explain why no man could enter the temple until the judgments were finished: Zech.
2:11; Gal. 3:7-9; Zech. 14:16-17; Micah 4:1-2.
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SECTION F: THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB & WHITE HORSE — Chapter 19

Read The Bible Magazine, Vol. 13, Issue 2, pages 20-23 to
review the preceding vial judgements.

Revelation 19 is a chapter of rgjoicing; of praiseto God, of victory and conquest by Jesus
Christ and his Saints. It brings many chapters of Revelation to a climax and echoes many
Old Testament prophecies. It helps us to see ourselves  on the Lord’ s day” as John saw
himself when on the Isle of Patmos. The previous chapters (16-18) were chapters
detailing the judgements of the sevenfold vial sign introduced in chapter 15. Chapter 19
begins with the saints rejoicing because of the downfall of “ The Great City” —the days of
repressing the true gospel concerning the Kingdom and the days of persecution are over.
It isa new day, for the Sun of Righteousness has arisen.

The chapter starts with the words: “ And after these things...” If it was a play the curtains
would close at the end of chapter 18 depicting Rome and would reopen to show a new
scene of great regjoicing in Jerusalem. The previous scene had been the destruction of the
whore which symbolized the great city of latter day Babylon. This had been the governing
power of the many waters or peoples and nations upon which she sat. She had
indoctrinated them with her false doctrines, and as a result they believed in heaven as
their reward and did not look for the Kingdom of God upon earth. So when Christ
returned in all his glory and was manifested in his saints, they preached from their
pulpits that he was antichrist. They summoned the nations to war against the Lamb and
the faithful with him (Rev. 17:14), but they fell upon the mountains of Israel and the
harlot’s capital city and government were destroyed. News of this great destruction (Rev.
14:8) hasjust reached Jerusalem.

1) Theheaven reoices
a) Thelast verse of chapter 18 repeats that: “in her was found the blood of prophets, and
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” Chapter 19 opens with much peoplein
heaven saying: “Alleluia’. Find another verse in Revelation where those represented by
these symbols “worshipped God,” very similar to Chapter 19:4. Using this passage with
its context, who are these peoplein the political heaven?

b) What does the fact that these people are “in heaven” tell us about the authority that they
now have?
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2)

3)

¢) Find the phrase repeated in Psalm 93:1; 96; 97 and 99. What phrase is very similar to this
in Rev. 19:6?

i) What are the heavens doing in Psalm 96?

i) What are the heavens doing in Psalm 97.67?

i) Find at least five other echoes between Psalms 96-100 and the time of Revelation
19:1-6.

Thefirst Alleluia.
a) Look up“Alleluia’ in Strong’'s Concordance. What does it mean?

Strong' s # Greek word: Meaning:

b) What doesthistell us about whose work thisis? Who accomplishes these things?

¢) InRevelation 19:2 it saysthat he: “hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.”
Find thisideain Revelation 6, 11, 12, 16, 17, and twice in 18. What doesthis tell us has
been amajor feature of this system down through the centuries?

Corrupting the Earth

a) Look uplsaiah 1:2,10. What does thistell us“the earth” representsin symbolic
prophecy? With that in mind what does it mean to “corrupt” the earth? Use Gen. 6:11-12
in your answer.
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b) Using Strong's Concordance, find where the English word “whoring” isused in the O.T.
Glance through these verses and see how God used this concept with Israel, the natural
olive tree (Romans 11:20-21), when they went astray. What did this word mean to them
in aspiritual sense?

c) After Jesus Christ established the New Covenant, the natural branches were broken off
and the Gentiles possessed the truth. Describe what happened to the Gentiles when they
went astray. (See 2Cor. 11.2; 2Peter 2:1-2).

d) How did the woman or false church “corrupt the earth with her fornication”? Y ou will
find some cluesin 2Thes. 2:1-3; 10-15.

e) How successful has the woman been at corrupting the earth down through the centuries—
how many Christians have the truth today?

f) During their whole lives, as servants of Jesus Christ, the saints have been in conflict with
this harlot system. We should also share this struggle to overcome the world. Consider
the words of Rev. 2:6 and Psa. 139:21-22. What exhortation does this give to us?

4) Again they say Alleluia
a) Compare Rev. 19:3-4 with Rev. 5:13-14. What will the earth be like after the second
Alleluiais exclaimed?
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b) Refer back to Section A, #7 on Rev. 4. What do the “mighty thunderings’ symbolize (ch.
19:6)? Why is there such regjoicing amongst the saints at the complete destruction of this
corrupting and persecuting system?

Chapter Breakdown

Revelation 19: 1-10 tells us about the two Alleluia regjoicings, verses 11-21 fillsusin on some
detail of the judgements that are going to be poured out and who will be involved. Verses 11-16
introduce usto the armies of the Faithful and True one and what they will accomplish in their
judgements. Verses 17-19 fill usin on some detail of the intermediary judgement; and verses 20—
21 tell us about the final stage of judgment preceding the second Alleluia.

5) TheMarriage of the Lamb
J.P. Green’strandation is helpful when considering these verses (7-8); notice the different
and clearer tense. “Let usregoice and let us exult, and we will give glory to Him, because the
marriage of the Lamb came, and His wife prepared herself. And it was given to her that she
be clothed (in) fine linen, pure and bright; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the
saints.” (You will find that the Diaglott has the correct and similar tense). So the marriage
(v.7) itself had come and gone at this point, and now was the time for the marriage feast
(v.9). Thisfitsin with how biblical weddings took place. Here is a quote from aBible
Handbook:

“First came the formal, and binding, ceremony of betrothal, with an exchange of gifts.
When the wedding day came, the bridegroom and his friends went in procession in
the evening to the bride’ s home, where she and her family were waiting. The couple
were blessed, and the bridegroom led the bride through the village to his own home,
the invited guests lining the way to make atorchlight procession. There followed a
great feast which might last anytime up to aweek.”

a) Thewife of the Lamb “made herself ready.” Preparation happens before the marriage.
First thereis the moral preparation and then the clothing with immortality—thisis the
first thing that happens when Christ returns (1Cor. 15:51-54). In Revelation 16 find in
which via Jesus Christ returns. In what way is the judgment of believersinferred in this
vial?
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b) “Thefinelinen isthe righteous acts of the saints.” (Rev. 19:8 RV). Where elsein
Revelation do we read about the saint’ s garments or clothing? From these passages,
explain how the condition of our garment describes our spiritual state or preparedness.

¢) What exhortation does this giveto usif we are to be clothed with or “put on” immortality
(1Cor. 15:53-54)?

6) “l am thy fellowservant.”

a) John and the angel represent those rgjoicing as part of the new heavens or ruling power—
in other words, Christ and his brethren. In the book of Revelation, John and the angel
meet in the time of the resurrection of the dead (Rev. 22:8-9), and see and hear the things
of the prophecy in their fulfillment. How should this affect us? What kind of vision
should this give us?

b) What Church today promotes worship of man and other supposed immortal beings and
not God, such asin Col. 2:18?

¢) If we understand the testimony of Jesus Christ which is the spirit of this prophecy—what
kind of responsibility does that give us toward others (see Rev. 22:16-17)7?
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7) Heaven opened and the armies of the Faithful and True one.
a) J.P. Green'strandation emphasizes that thisis the past tense: “ | saw heaven having been
opened...” Using your notes from Rev. 4:1, define what this means. Find a connection
between this and where the 7th vial is outpoured (Rev. 16:17).

b) Who isthe Faithful and True one riding the horse described in verses 11-13 & 15-16?
Using your concordance and the questions you have already done, find some verses to
support your answer.

¢) Thosethat follow him are identified by the uniforms that they are wearing (Rev. 19:14).
Determine who these are by referring back to verse 8.

The horses.

The Horse Ridden in Battle

« In Scripture, horses are animals used for battle: Prov. 21:31; Isa. 31:1.

* The horse is only useful if it is guided by a rider: Psa. 32:9.

« The horse represents men that God uses to forward his purpose and bring his
judgements: Zech. 10:3.

d) Asin Revelation 6, the horse represented a people. Using Zech. 10:3 and Isa. 63:13 find
out which people at the time of the re-establishment of the Kingdom of God will be used
by him as a horse in the battle. What does this say about the nationality of the horsesin
Revelation 197

€) Using the listed passages explain why the “goodly horse in the battle” isa“white” horse.
What is special about the nation that is represented by the horse at this time? (Zech.
12:10; 13:1; Jer. 3:14-16; Romans 11:25-27; Jer. 31.33; Rev. 7:14).
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8)

f) Thisnation isrepresented by other symbolsin Rev. 19:15. How is this nation represented
in these verses: Mic. 4:11-13; Isa. 41:14-15 (cp. Jer. 51:19-20).

g) Who does this show us, without a doubt, are the parties bringing these judgments upon
the nations?

h) Make a comparison between Psalm 2:9 and Rev. 19:15. Also, compare Psalm 2:2—-3 with
Rev. 19:19. What can we conclude from this?

“Fowlsthat fly in the midst of heaven,” v. 17-18.
When Isragl came out of Egypt they spoiled the Egyptians (Ex. 12:36). This treasure is what
they built the tabernacle with! A similar thing will happen again.

a) Inthe past Israel has been devoured by ravenous birds of prey (Isa. 46:11). Find averse
comparing an enemy of Israel with the “eagle”. When did we see this happen?

b) From Eze. 39:4,10 show how thiswill be reversed in favour of Isragl.. (Seealso Isa. 14:1-
3).

¢) Which face of the four living ones (Rev. 4) is aso linked with this symbol ?

Thisindicates that the fowlsin Rev. 19 represent the Jews under the direction of the saints.
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9) “TheFalse Prophet,” v.20.

a)

What is a prophet? What does he do? (2Pet. 1:21; Jer. 1.7; 1Cor. 14:3).

b) What isafalse prophet? What did they do? (Jer. 14:14-16; 2Pet. 2:1; 1Jn. 4:1).

d)

What does a false prophet pretend to be?

From where does a false prophet originate?

The beast in Revelation 13:11-15 is a continuation of the Roman Beast found in ch.
13:1-2 (which istaken from Daniel 7 as shown in your chapter 15 notes), for he exercises
al the power of thefirst beast before him (v12). The first beast |ooked more hideous in
appearance, but its voice or teaching is the same! Here are three important points about
this beast (see also BM page 15):

* helookslikeaLamb and so claimsto be Christian or HOLY,

* heisdescended from the previous beast who was Roman—he is therefore ROMAN,

* heexercises all the power of the first beast—and so has an EMPIRE.

Putting this all together we havethe HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE. Hisinherited mouth is
described in Rev. 13:5-6. Compare thiswith Jer. 14:14-16. Apply your answers from the
previous question and describe how this political system is also afalse prophet.

He is known for forcible conversion to his doctrines (Rev. 13:15-17). He creates a
teaching authority (he could “speak” v.15—in other words teach) called the “image of the
beast” where worship was to be directed. This “image of the beast” had a political aspect.
It was an image or reflection of the Roman Beast. This continued for many centuries, but
it was removed by God'’ s righteous vial judgements. One of those is described in
Rev.16:10-11. The result was that the Church lost its lands and political power, leaving
no power to back it’s teachings—all that was left was the teaching authority.

Due to this change after vial five, a new symbol was needed to describe just the teaching
authority. In Rev. 16:13, what symbol do you find?
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Historically how this symbol cameinto being.

The pope was a temporal and spiritual King ruling the Papal states from Rome (the “ image’
of the Roman Beast) until the time of the French Revolution. By 1870 the pope had lost his
temporal power due to these “ vial judgements’ of God—but “ they repented not” , and that
year he declared himself an “ infallible” teacher of faith and morals! Snce that time he has
been trying to regain his political power. We are very blessed by the results of these vial
judgements today because we can teach the truth, meet together, and preach without severe
persecution. The "whore" or "great city”, represents the governing authority of the system
that dealsin finance etc. This“ great city” isgaining more political power as time goes by
and will again ride the political empire of the Roman Beast for a short time. This governing
power is destroyed first—and the Alleluia is said. The false prophet is destroyed second as
this teaching authority permeates all levels of society. After this, the second Alleluiais said.

e) The false prophet associated with the beast.
i) What did the false prophet do (Rev. 19:20) that was reminiscent of his predecessor
(Rev. 13:14)?

i) Who did the false prophet deceive? (Rev. 19:20; ¢/p Rev. 13:15-16).

ii1) Who is destroyed with the false prophet? In what place are they destroyed?

10)“TheLakeof Fire”
Ezekiel 39:6 also describes the lake of fire and where it is located. It isthe area where the
northern host originated, Russiaand Europe. Thisisthe lair of the beast—the territory where
he is the political power and the false prophet is the teaching authority. How does this
compare to the scene we saw previously in Revelation 15:27?
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SECTION G: THE NEW JERUSALEM & FINAL EXHORTATION — Chapters 21-22

We have just seen the complete and final end of the enemies of the truth in
Revelation chapter 20 (this chapter should be read prior to beginning this
section). We aretold that thiswill take place at the end of the thousand years or
Millennium (ch. 20:3,7) at which time death, the consequence of sin, will ceaseto
occur (ch. 20:14; ch. 21:4). Flesh will have been given complete freedom for a
short time, resulting in rebellion against God' s righteous government (ch. 20:9).
Peace and harmony, resulting from the reign of Christ and his brethren for 1,000
years, will have been taken for granted. Revelation 21 begins by portraying a
completely new state of things on the earth, resulting from these altered
conditions. At verse 9, however, John is brought back to the beginning of the
thousand years and is shown “ the holy city, new Jerusalem.” Thisis a symbol of
the government which will fill the earth with the glory of the LORD, blessing
mankind with justice, love, peace, health and prosperity. What a glorious age this
will be concluding in all of the earth’ s enlightened population being at one with
God and one another!

1) “anew heaven and anew earth”, v.1.
This verse describes the conditions on the earth after the work of the Millennium is complete.
Thisisthe time when there is no more sea, or mortal nations, (cp. Part Il #1 & 7¢) and
therefore no death (v.4).

a) Thisideaof anew heaven and new earth is not unique to Revelation. Find the 3
references to the new heaven and new earth to be created at the start of the Millennium in
|saiah and Peter.

b) While conditions during the Millennium will be drastically improved, sin and death will
still exist. Read these three references in context carefully. What is the difference
between Isaiah's and Revelation’s new heaven and new earth? Notice the mention of sin
and desath, etc.

These differences highlight some of the changes which will be made at the end of the
Millennium. Finally, all of the faithful will be immortal and God will be “ all in all”
(1Cor. 15:24-28).
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2) “New Jerusalem,” v.2
This holy city isnot aliteral city. From the referencesin Revelation 19 & 21 to the bride or
wife of Christ, explain who is represented by the “new Jerusalem.” (See dso Rev. 3:12).

a)

b)

d)

f)

Can you find any other N.T. references which refer to this city that God will build?

Why is this city community from heaven? Hint: read Jn. 3:3-13; 6:32-33,63 and 1Cor.
15:47-50.

The phrase “prepared as abride” is better transated “ having been prepared...” (JPG). We
are being prepared now to be built into this city community. What parallels and lessons
can we find from the planning and building of Solomon’s Templeto help us (e.g. 1Kn.
6:7)?

Using your concordance look up the word "adorned". Where else is this word used,
particularly in Rev. 21? What was this bride’ s adornment?

Strong's # Greek word: Meaning:

As Christ’s bride what are we to be adorned with? What is the exhortation for us as we
prepare for our husband, Jesus Christ?

Theliteral city Jerusalem is to be the future capital of theworld. Why isthis city in Rev.
21 anew Jerusalem? Hint: see Gal 4:23-26 and Heb. 12:22-24.
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3) “theformer thingsare passed away,” v. 3-4

4)

Aswe have seen, the new heavens and new earth of Revelation indicate a changein the
conditions on the earth. The work of the Lamb who came to “take away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29) is now complete. As aresult, the former things necessary for mortal man have
passed away.

a) In place of mourning, sorrow and crying there will be joy and happiness. Find the echoes
from here to other Scriptures (particularly Isaiah) and use them to build a picture of what
the Kingdom will be like with these new conditions. Use your margin and a concordance
to assist your search.

“Behold, | make all thingsnew.” v.5.

Although short, thisis a very powerful and exciting statement! This phrase describes new
conditions God will put in place on this earth imminently, climaxing with the removal of sin
and death at the end of the Millennium. Finally, al of mankind will be reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ and will be at one with Him.

a) Thisnew creation is God swork in Christ. In what N.T. passage do we find asimilar
phrase to thisand what is it telling us?

b) ThisN.T. passage takes us back further to 1sa.43: “behold, | will do anew thing...” What
new creation is Isaiah talking about? What was God'’ s purpose with it?
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5) “Hethat overcometh shall inherit all things,” v.7.
What an amazing promise! These things are certainly the climax of this book. Just think
what reading this has meant and still means to those who are overcoming the beast, to those
who speak up in defense of their Lord even when persecuted (cp. Rev. 6:9-10).

a) What exhortation does this give us when (at least currently) we can freely speak out “in
the defence and confirmation of the gospel ?”

b) In our studies we have considered the struggle of the saintsto overcome. What must we
overcomein our lives now (see 1Jn. 5:4)?

6) " Come hither, | will shew theethe bride, the Lamb'swife.” vs.9-10.
Our attention is drawn towards a great contrast by the vial angel who says “Come hither...”

a) What woman is presented in great contrast to “the bride” in another chapter of the
Revelation?

b) The city that John sees here (Rev.21:10 KJv) is drastically different to the “great city” he
has seen previously. What contrasts can you find with the great harlot city (Rev. 17:18) of
Rome described in Rev 17-18 with this “great city”, “the Lamb’swife,” in Rev. 217?

¢) What spiritual lessons can we learn from these contrasts to help usin our walk in Christ
(e.0. Rev 18:4)?
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7) A great mountain.
Ezekiel saw avision of the literal future temple to be built in Jerusalem from the same
viewpoint (see. Eze. 40:2)! God bases the figurative on the literal as we shall see.

a) What references can you find in the O.T. prophets which refer to the “Mountain” in Zion
or Jerusalem?

b) Asaresult of the work of Christ and his brethren, what will "go forth” from this
mountain? For what purpose will the people come to it? What will the conditions be like
in this place? The passages from the above question should help provide the answers.

¢) What we have seen hereis aresult of the new Jerusalem community descending. We see
asimilar ideain Daniel 2:35,44-45. What is the meaning of Daniel’ s great mountain
filling the whole earth and displacing the Kingdom of Men?

Although the chapter begins by showing us the final picture, “ a new heaven and a new
earth” having “ no more sea,” it will take 1000 years for Jerusalem to establish these
conditions. Until then theinvitation is for people of all nations to come and take the water of
life freely (Rev. 22:1-2,17).

8) “Theglory of God did lighten it.” v.11.
The city is said to have “the glory of God” and isilluminated by it (v.23). Thisisan
expression of the purpose of God.

a) Read Hab. 2:14 and Ex. 33:17-19 then explainin real practical terms how God intends to
fill the earth with His glory.
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b) Rev. 21:23 takes us back to Isaiah 60. Note how Isaiah begins the chapter and find the
cross reference later in this chapter to Revelation 21. What work of Jerusalem is being
described here?

9) Thewall and twelve gates, v.12.
The walls of this city suggest the idea of a building. In 1Cor. 3 Paul tellswe are “God' s
building.”

a) What does Paul teach usin the N.T. about the building of this spiritual house? Use verses
to support your answer.

b) Although we know that there will be aliteral temple, how does this explain why thereis
no templein John’svision (ch. 21.:22; cp. ch. 3:12)?

¢) Wearetold that the gates through which the city is entered (ch. 21:25,27) are inscribed
with the names of the twelve tribes of Isragl. What does this mean that the requirement
for entering the city is? (See Eph. 2:12-13; Gal. 3:29; 4.5 and Rom. 2:29).

d) How do these things underline the necessity of baptism?
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10) Thecity’stwelve foundations, v.14.
Note that the foundations of this city are closely associated with the twelve apostles.

a) Read Eph. 2:19-22 and explain what our foundation is.

b) Using aconcordance, find other placesin Scripture where our foundations are mentioned.
What |essons can we learn?

11) Thefoursquarecity, v.16.
The city is said to be “foursquare,” as “the length and the breadth and the height of it are
equal.” The dimensions of the city form a perfect cube. These proportions are a'so found in
God'’ s design of things associated with the tabernacle and Solomon’s temple (e.g. 1Kn. 6:20).
The high priest’s breastplate of judgement is described as “foursquare” in Ex. 28:15-21 and
contained twelve stones each engraven with aname of atribe of Israel. In this symbol we see
God manifested, the source of lights (the meaning of urim), in His people Isragl (cp. Jam.
1:17-18). As aresult these “precious stones’ of Israel shine brilliantly.

a) Read Psa. 67:1-4. How are God' s people, as Israglites by adoption, these stones of the
breastplate which shine as urim? Look for other verses, such as those which describe how
we can “shine,” to support your answer.

b) What similarities can you find between the breastplate of the high priest described in
Exodus and the new Jerusalem community in Revelation?

¢) Themain dimension of the city is“twelve thousand furlongs’ (Rev. 21:16). Where elsein
Revelation have we seen the number 12,000? What did it represent?
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Read Rev. 21:17 without the italics. We are being told the wall is the measure of a man or
angel—144 cubits. The wall represents the immortal saints or angel man of Rev. 1 (see Luke
20:36; Eph. 4:13; 3:14-21). It isinteresting to note, a wall 12000 x 12000 divided into 144
blocks results in blocks of 1000 x 1000 (cp. Rev. 5:11 and 14:1). And 144 parts of a 1000
citizens each totals 144000!

12) “the building of thewall,” v.18-21.

a) Read 1Pet. 2:3-10 and identify as many links as you can to the holy city in Rev. 21.

b) Wearetold that the city was made of pure gold like clear glass! Review your answersto
Part | #13 on the meaning of gold and explain what thisis telling us about the character of
this community.

¢) Using your Bible, a concordance, and any of the other suggested resources (see the
introduction to the workbook), research your choice of at least two of the materials
mentioned in Rev. 21:18-21. Concentrate on the spiritual significance in connection with
this city of immortal saints as well as any practical lessons. Choose words which we have
not considered in our other studies. Insert blank paper if you need more space.
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13) “they which arewritten in the Lamb's book of life,” v.27.
What great blessings are offered to those whose names are “written in the Lamb’ s book of
life’! This, however, isaso areminder to us that God’s mercy does not overlook wickedness.

Whether this book is literal or not is lessimportant than the urgent question of whether our
nameiswrittenin it.

a) Read Mal. 3:16; Heb. 12:23 and Dan. 12:1-3 then explain who it is that is written in the
book and will be permitted to enter through the gatesinto the city (see also ch. 22:14-15).

b) Whose names are not written in this book? (See Rev. 17:8; Ex. 32:33 and Psa. 69:28).

¢) What exhortation does this giveto all of us, regardless of whether we are baptized or not?

Revelation 22

Revelation chapter 22 concludes the vision of the new Jerusalem and then
continues to provide us with a closing exhortation. First we see the effects of the
changes we have been considering, to be brought about by the work of Christ and
hisimmortal Saints. Thisis shown to us by the symbol of “ a pureriver of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.”
Finally we are reminded of the blessing offered to those who earnestly read and
obey the sayings of this book. Despite what is often suggested, the words of this
book are given for us to understand and the book has been opened by the work of
the Lord Jesus:. “ seal not up the words of the prophecy of this book; for the time
isat hand” (Rev. 22:10 Rv). Theinvitation and testimony isto all who have open
ears and a thirst for the water of life. Today is the time of opportunity, for the
Lord Jesus will soon “ come quickly” !
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14)“apureriver of water of life,” ch. 22:1.
Once again thislife giving river is an example of how God uses the literal to provide abasis
for the symbolic.

a) Findthe picture that Ezekiel was given of ariver like this (see your margin). What
healing qualities did it have?

b) Where elsein the Bible do we find thisidea of trees by ariver of water (use your Bible
margin and a concordance)?

¢) What doesthe Bible teach that this represents spiritually (i.e. who are the trees and what
isthe water)? Use the verses you found above to support your answer.

d) What can we learn from this symbol to help us now—what is our life source?

15) “the leaves of thetree werefor the healing of the nations,” v.2.
The immortal Saintstake the life giving water and produce leaves with healing properties.

a) Using aconcordance or lexicon look up the Greek word for healing. Where elseisthis
word used? What does it teach us about our duties in the ecclesia now?

Strong' s # Greek word: Meaning:
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b) How will the nations be healed? Consider the purpose of the temple in Jerusalem in your
answer. What passages talk about people from all nations coming to this place (e.g. Jer.
16:19)?

¢) How involved will we bein thiswork, (see Rev. 14:6-7)? When will it start? When isit
likely to end? (See Rev. 14:6-7 and Jer. 3:12-18). How is our work in the ecclesia now
helping us to prepare for this time?

16) “Behold, | come quickly,” v.7.
The message of this book requires our urgent attention. Our Lord exhorts us to keep the
sayings of the prophecy of this book. We considered this at the beginning of our study in Rev.
1:3.

a) What lessons have we learnt in our study of this book which should affect the way we
live and the choices we make (e.g. we are to overcome the beast and respond to the
invitation to “come”)?

b) Threetimes Jesus says “Behold, | come quickly”! In what ways might he come quickly?
What affect should this have on our way of life (see Lk. 12:41-47; Rev. 3:2-3,20; 16:15)?

17)“1 Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you...” v.16.
Jesus has sent this message personally to us—being his brethren and sisters, members of the
ecclesias. What should our response be (cp. Rev. 5:4-5)?

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” Rev. 22:21.



