Introduction to the Gospels

As we know, the Greek word translated as gospel means "good news."  In Isaiah 40:9, the prophet proclaimed the "good tidings" that God would rescue His people from captivity. In his first sermon in Nazareth (Luke 4:18), Jesus used a passage from the Old Testament to characterise the spirit of His ministry when he proclaimed, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor".

The gospel is not a new plan of salvation; but is rather the fulfilment of God's plan of salvation which was begun in Israel and completed in Jesus Christ.

In Rom 1:16-17 the gospel is described as the “power of salvation for those who believe”.  Jesus is more than a messenger of this gospel; he is the gospel. This is explained in John 1:1-15.  The good news of God was both fulfilled and revealed in Jesus’ life, his teachings, and in his death. 

The apostle Paul warned Christians against following "any other gospel" (2 Cor. 11:4 & Gal 1:9).  He reminded them that any gospel different than the one the apostles preached was no gospel at all, and there would be severe punishment for those who did choose to follow other gospels.

The gospels are not biographies.  Apart from certain events surrounding his birth, (Matt. 1-2; Luke 1-2) and one from his youth (Luke 2:41-52), they record only the last two or three years of Jesus' life.  The gospels are not written as accurate historical records of Jesus' ministry, but more as portraits of our master, with each of the writers portraying a different aspect of our Master- perhaps that which had the greatest influenced on them.

By combining the four accounts, and with a lot of comparative work, we can put together a pretty comprehensive biography of Jesus’ life.  I won’t even try to do that, as I think Bro. Melva Purkis has done an excellent job, and I really am amazed that his book has not been more widely read.  

I feel sorry for those people who assert that the Old Testament is no longer of use to us as it contains some of the most fascinating insight to the life of Christ that we’ll ever find.  Christ himself told the crowd on the Mount of Olives that he had not come to destroy the law but to fulfil it (Matt 5:17), and so it was.  

As Paul said, “...the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith” (Gal 3:24).  Any ardent searcher will find an unbelievable amount of information as to how or why Christ did something, or what Christ may have been thinking, or what may have been the underlying principle behind a teaching.  Clusters of these gems can be mined from the depths of the Old Testament, that will tutor us to a deeper insight into the life and example of our Master.

It is my hope that by gaining some deeper insight into our Master’s life we should come to appreciate more fully the incredible love, sacrifice and example he laid down for us.  Perhaps a deeper appreciation will motivate and encourage us as we attempt to serve our Lord as best as humanly possible.

Study 1 - The Word Becomes Flesh

John begins his gospel by trying to explain how ‘the Word’ became flesh in a very ‘spiritual’ format.  It’s easy to see how this portion from John 1 can seem to support the idea that Christ is/was God.  

A closer study of this section will help us to grasp the reality of what John is saying, this passage gives us such profound insight into the Master’s reason for being, and the motivation for his unquestioning service and selfless devotion to his Father’s will.

It’s not my intention to get into a discussion on the first principles regarding the Trinity, but I must confess that this is one time when explaining the misconceptions over this wrested scripture does enlighten us to more than just first principles.

There has been much debate amongst Biblical Scholar’s as to whether or not John’s use of “the beginning” in John 1:1 refers to the beginning of creation, or the beginning of Christ’s ministry.

The debate arises , because to get the right context of the author’s thoughts we should consider how he uses the phrase on other occasions.  

Take a look at the context of these other verses,  also written by John;

· And you will bear witness also, because you have been with Me from the beginning. (John 15:27).

· "But these things I have spoken to you, that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. (John 16:4).

· And so they were saying to Him, "Who are You?" Jesus said to them, "What have I been saying to you from the beginning? (John 8:25).

· "But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. (John 6:64).

· Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. (1 John 2:7).

· For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. (1 John 3:11).

· Mark (1:1) also uses the term specifically in reference to the beginning of Christ’s ministry. 

The next point to consider in John’s account is his use of the word “Logos” in this verse.  Strongs definition can be seen in the box alongside.  In this case, John has used logos with the definite article (Greek - “ho”) which serves to strengthen it’s meaning in this phrase.

Hence, ‘The Word’ can also be seen to be the “Divine Expression”.  

Christ was exactly this.  It was in Christ that God fully revealed himself to mankind. It was through Christ’s life and mission that God expressed His new Covenant, showing us the better way - which is the power of salvation for those who believe.

“...and the Word was God.”

Just as John used the definite article (ho) to strengthen the meaning of logos,  in this phrase he does not use it, and in the original Greek,  it has the effect of “weakening” a word.  The word that is now without the article is theos (God).  Usually,  when referring to God, one will use the article before the word, hence it would be ho theos.  By omitting the article before the word it thus implies that the subject is godly, or of God, but not God Himself.  

Other examples of where this occurs are in :

2 Cor 11:2...

For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. (NAS)

Acts 7:20

And it was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God; and he was nurtured three months in his father's home.

(NAS)

2 Cor 7:9-11

As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting; for you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and brings no regret, but worldly grief produces death.

(RSV)

1 Tim 1:4

[They do not] devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather the work of God - which is by faith.

(NIV)

2 Tim 3:17

the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

(NAS)


It’s because of this, that Moffat translates this phrase as, “the Word was divine.”  

Now this verse suddenly begins to take on a whole new meaning, and is exactly how we see Christ.  Christ is divine or godly,  he is not God.   John is affirming Christ’s divinity, not his deity.

Christ was the Son of God,  the ‘Divine Expression’ from heaven which dwelt among us.  

As we read in Hebrews 1:3,  “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being...”   This was how Christ could say to Philip, “If you have seen me you seen the Father...”
Previously, God had revealed himself in various ways, and had left the Jews with the Law he had given Moses, and the writings of the prophets.  This was all done to prepare them for the Messiah. Remember Paul’s words to the Galatians (3:24) “...the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ...”    Combine this thought with Christ’s sermon when he said,  "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them...” (Matt 5:17).

God had expressed himself intitially in the written word of the Law and the Prophets, but was now expressing himself in Christ.  So the divine expression was no longer the written word, but had become flesh and blood.  The Word had become flesh.  

Christ was the flesh and blood fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets.

With Messiah there were to be no sensational displays of power.  

Christ was the gentle, subtle revelation of God’s power and glory.  Moses and the Israelites had witnessed the breathtaking and dramatic displays of power. Yet despite these awesome displays, which were almost too numerous to mention, their hearts still strayed.  

Doubtless,  had Christ given in to the temptation of power that faced him in the wilderness, he too would have experienced the same momentary devotion of awe-struck followers as his Father.  Sadly, as we see even today in the more charismatic churches, these wondrous displays of power have little lasting effect on shallow hearts which are just looking for “quick & easy” comfort.  

Both Father and son knew this, and so Christ’s mission was to be far more subtle...

One could not ask for a more convincing sign than to throw oneself from off the highest part of the temple, and instantaneously have twelve legions of angels appear to break your fall.   

After rising from the dead, why show yourself to a select few?  Go rather to the hordes of depraved scoffers and mockers who humiliated you as you died an agonising death, hanging up on a cross as some sort of grim public spectacle...

Cast your thoughts back to 1 Kings 19:11-12, when God revealed himself to Elijah...  

The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.  


After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.



After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire.  





And after the fire came a gentle whisper...

Israel had seen her signs of power and wonder, and yet her shallow heart was still hard and unprepared.  

She had seen the great and powerful winds,  she had seen the earthquakes and the fires, and the countless occasions of Divine deliverance, but now the time had come for the gentle whisper...  

No more mighty earthquakes, or heart-stopping displays of power and might.  In fact, when they demanded a sign of him he began to say, "This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah...” (Luke 11:29)

Those who had the eyes to see, they would watch this twelve year old boy go into the the temple, and for three days discuss and reason with the very hypocrites who would call his blood upon themselves and their children 21 years from now.

Those who had the ears to hear, would hear the whispers of the people who been amazed at his teaching, because he taught - not like their teachers - but like one who had authority.

As John tells us (John 1:9-14)...

There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own, and those who were his own did not receive Him.  

But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name,  who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.   And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

While the pharisees were widening their phylacteries and screaming their prayers in the market places, trying to show their own righteousness;  Messiah was going rather to the poor and lowly of heart,  performing miracles to heal and strengthen their faith.

It was here that Messiah found those who had the eyes to see, and the ears to hear -  those who were his own were not going to accept him.  

As John writes later in his first epistle (1 John 1:1-5)...

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life-- and the life was manifested,  and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life,  which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. 

And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

A Better Way

Now that the word had become flesh,  salvation came, not by adhering to the written Law, but by adhering to the teachings of the Messiah, who was the fulfilment of that Law.  Salvation had now become a far more personal phenomenon.

Previously, the Law had been very straight forward - "Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth...” (Deut 28:1).  

Christ had made it clear. He had not come to destroy the Law, therefore commands like this should still be binding on the conscience of the faithfull.  But now there was to be a slight change in emphasis...  When the Master prayed for us he said, "And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”  (John 17:3).  

Now the relationship had become a personal one between man and God.  Salvation now meant to know God -  not just his Law.

“...on the one hand, there is a setting aside of a former commandment because of its weakness and uselessness (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.”  

Heb 7:18-19

For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  

John1:17

The Law had served it’s purpose.  Sadly, it had also become misunderstood and abused.  It’s easy to obey a written law -  but it’s not so easy to obey that law sincerely, from the heart.
The Pharisees and the Scribes were very ‘righteous’ men in the sense that they obeyed the letter of the law,  but the spirit of the Law was far from their hearts.  The Pharisees knew God’s Law,  but they didn’t know Yahweh.

Jesus was quite blunt when it came to telling them of their shortcomings...

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  Even so you too outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness...”

Matt 23:27-28 

So the need for a better way was there, and Christ was that better way.  We read in Rom 8:3-4...

For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Aside from the obvious reason of fulfilling his Father’s plan for mankind, Christ’s mission was to have a two-fold purpose. Pauls tells the Galatians (4:4-5)

But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  in order that he might :



- redeem those who were under the Law... 



- that we might receive the adoption as sons...

Which is almost identical what John says in John 1:11-13,

He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Christ came first and foremost the ‘lost sheep of Israel’, but for the most part they did not receive him.  Those who were prepared to receive him came to him through the will of the Father.  They were born of God, and were/are able to receive that spiritual adoption into the royal household of God.  

Dare we forget this verse, one of our trusty first principle verses (Gal 3:24-29)?!

Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Summary

The time had come for Yahweh to reveal himself, not in writings and Laws but in the fleshly form of His only begotten son. The Word -the Divine Expression- had at last become flesh.  It was to be a ministry of subtlety, with the Shepherd leading his flock by example, rather than overwhelming power.

The Master was to introduce a better way of salvation, one that did not require the blood of goats or bullocks, but a purging of the conscience from dead works to rather serve the living God.

His ministry had a two-fold purpose of redeeming those who were under the Law, and opening the door for us to be allowed into the family of God.

Study 2 - An Overview of the Gospels

In this study we’ll take a quick look at the basic structure of the gospels, and how they relate to each other.  This will also bring out how each portrays a different side of the Messiah.

The Gospel According to Matthew

Matthew is well suited as the opening book of the New Testament because of its emphasis on the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy. In it the promises of God are recalled and their fulfilment in Jesus Christ is made evident.

It is obvious that the Gospel of Matthew was aimed at a Jewish audience because... 

· The author makes no attempt to translate or explain Jewish words and practices. 

· The gospel quotes more frequently from the Old Testament than does any other gospel. 

· Most important, however, Jesus is portrayed as a descendant of the three greatest personalities of the Old Testament, although he surpasses them. Matthew traces Jesus' genealogy back to Abraham (1:2), the father of the faith.

In the Sermon on the Mount (chaps. 5-7), Jesus appears as a royal teacher whose authority exceeds that of Moses, the founder of the faith. And Jesus fulfils the hopes of David, the greatest king of Israel. He is born in Bethlehem (mentioned five times in (chap. 2)), and like David he appears as a king (19:28). He is frequently recognized as "the son of David" (9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 21:9; 21:15), although in truth He is David's "Lord" (22:41-46).

One could well question why a Gospel written for the Jews by a Jew, was written in Greek.  For those who may see this as an issue, the explanation (a very detailed one of which can be found in Nelson’s Bible Dictionary) seems to be that Matthew wrote what was basically a collection of facts, which was later written into the “Gospel Format”.  

According to Nelson, “The actual author probably was a Palestinian Jew who used the Gospel of Mark, plus a Greek translation of Matthew's Aramaic "oracles," and composed the gospel in Greek. The name of the gospel, therefore, stems from the apostle Matthew on whom the author draws, in part, to compose his work...”

Either way, whoever the ‘composer’ of the Gospel may have been, it still remains that the Gospel is Matthew’s thoughts and portrayal of Christ the King.

Main Themes

· Matthew sought to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ, the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy; hence the recurring statement that occurs in this gospel is, "All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet" (1:22; 2:15,17,23).

· Matthew writes to prove that Jesus is the King to whom God has given power and authority to redeem and to judge mankind (1:1-17; 2:2; 21:1-11; 27:11,37; 28:18).

· If Matthew tries to portray Christ as the King, then it figures that he would place considerable emphasis on a Kingdom, and hence one of the most prominent messages of this gospel is about the "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God." This kingdom is mentioned 51 times in the Gospel of Matthew, twice as often as in any other gospel, (chaps. 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 24-25).
The Gospel of Matthew concludes with Jesus' command to go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing and teaching them in His name. He leaves His disciples with this assurance: "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age" (28:20).

The Gospel According to Mark

According to most New Testament scholars, this is the earliest the earliest of the four gospels. The Gospel of Mark portrays the person of Jesus more by his actions and seems to  portray Christ as servant.

The Gospel of Mark is evidently written for Gentiles, and for Romans in particular. Mark translates Aramaic and Hebrew phrases (3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 14:36); he transliterates familiar Latin expressions into Greek, for example, legio (5:9), quadrans (12:42), praetorium (15:16), centurio (15:39). Moreover, Mark presents Romans in a neutral (12:17; 15:1-10), and sometimes favourable (15:39), light. 

Mark begins his gospel with the statement, "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (1:1); and the last human to speak in the gospel is the centurion who confesses at the cross, "Truly this Man was the Son of God!" (15:39).

Like the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Mark does not mention the name of its author. 

One of the first people to identify the author was Papias (A.D. 60-130), a bishop of Hierapolis in Asia Minor (Turkey). Papias then noted that Mark had not followed Jesus during His lifetime, but later had written down Peter's recollections accurately, although not always in their proper order. This will account for the problem of sequential differences between the Gospels of Matthew & Mark

The Mark believed to have written this gospel is JOHN MARK of the New Testament. He was a native of Jerusalem (Acts 12:12), and later became an associate of both Peter (1 Pet. 5:13) and Paul (2 Tim. 4:11). The gospel has many characteristics of an eyewitness account, for which Peter would have been responsible (1:29-31).

It may be that as a youth Mark was present at the arrest of Jesus and that he has left an "anonymous signature" in the story of the young man who fled naked (14:51-52).

Main Themes
One of the unique points about this Gospel is what some term the "messianic secret."  Mark records how, often following a miracle, Jesus would command persons healed, onlookers, disciples, and even demons to silence (1:34; 1:44; 3:12; 5:43; 7:36; 8:26; 8:30; 9:9). It has long puzzled readers why Jesus, who came into the world to make Himself known, would work at cross-purposes with His mission by trying to remain hidden.

A fair explanation is that Jesus' command to silence was intended to protect Himself from false expectations of the Messiah that were current at that time. It seemed most saw "messiah" a military hero overthrowing the Roman rule of Palestine, a prevalent attitude at Christ’s ‘triumphant’ entry to Jerusalem. Jesus had no intention to play the part of a great warrior; rather, He took upon himself the attitude of a servant...

The Gospel According to Luke

Luke has the most universal outlook of all the gospels; he portrays Jesus as the perfect man with compassion for all peoples. 

Whereas Matthew traces Jesus' genealogy back to Abraham, the father of the Jews (1:2), Luke traces it back to Adam the father of the human race (3:38). 

Luke is written for the Greeks. He substitutes Greek expressions for nearly all the Jewish expressions (amen is one of the few exceptions), and he seldom refers to Old Testament prophecy.

Luke was a skilled writer, and the literary quality of the Gospel of Luke is thought to be the highest of all four gospels. The literary structure of the Gospel of Luke is constructed primarily around Jesus' ministry in Galilee and in Jerusalem.

Main Themes
· When He was in the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus gave the keynote of His ministry by reading from Isaiah:


"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,


Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.


He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,


To preach deliverance to the captives


And recovery of sight to the blind,


To set at liberty those who are oppressed,


To preach the acceptable year of the Lord." (Is. 61:1- 2).

In Luke, Jesus' life is presented as a commentary on this passage of Scripture. 

1. He blesses the poor, the hungry, those who weep, and the excluded (6:20-23). 

2. In one parable He takes the side of a beggar who sits outside the gate of a rich man (16:19-31); and in another parable He celebrates a tax collector who shies away from the Temple because of his sinfulness (18:9-14). 

3. Jesus reaches out to a widowed mother who had lost her only son (7:11-17) and to a sinful woman (7:36-50). 

4. In another parable the hero of mercy is a despised Samaritan (10:25-37); and after a healing, a Samaritan is praised for his gratitude (17:11-19). 

5. The open arms of the Father, as in the parable of the Prodigal Son (15:11-32), await all who return to Him. Jesus' identification with sinners leads Him to open His arms to them on the cross, where "He was numbered with the transgressors" (22:37).

· The Return of Christ is one of this Gospels main points and makes this gospel is one of joy.

· Luke is a gospel of prayer. 

- The multitude prays as Zacharias serves at the altar (1:10)...

- Mary prays at the news of salvation (1:46-55)... 

- Jesus prays at His baptism (3:21)... 

- When He chooses His disciples (6:12)... 

- At Peter's confession (9:18)... 

- At His transfiguration (9:29)... 

- In the solitude of prayer Jesus takes the first steps of ministry (5:16)...

- On the Mount of Olives (22:39-46)... 

- He gives His final breath back to God, "Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit" (23:46)..

The Gospel According to John

The fourth and most spiritual of the gospels. The first three gospels portray mainly what Jesus did and how He taught, but the Gospel of John is different. It moves beyond the obvious facts of Jesus' life to deeper, more profound meanings. Among the gospels, therefore, John offers a unique portrait of Christ that has been cherished by believers through the centuries.  

John concentrates on Jesus as He taught in private, while the other three gospels record a more public method of address.  The other gospels portray the actual form of Jesus' teaching, while John shows greater insight into Jesus as a person.

John writes with a modest vocabulary, but his words are charged with symbolism. Terms like believe, love, truth, world, light and darkness, above and below, name, witness, sin, judgment (eternal) life, glory, bread, water, and hour are the key words of this gospel.

Main Themes
· The gospel contains a clear statement of purpose: "These [signs] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name" (20:31).  John brings out the thought that the sole purpose of life is to know the Father and experience life eternal through faith in the Son.

· The Son has come from above to glorify the Father (17:1); and He does so in His "hour" (12:23; 13:1) through His suffering on the cross.

· In the synoptic gospels- Matthew, Mark, and Luke- Jesus utters short sayings. Longer discourses, such as the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), are either collections of sayings on various themes, or, like (Matthew 13), mostly parables. John, on the other hand, records no parables and few of the brief sayings so common to the synoptics. Rather, he expands upon an incident;

· Nicodemus (chap. 3), 

· the woman at the well (chap. 4), 

· the man born blind (chap. 9), 

· Lazarus (chap. 11), 

· or footwashing (chap. 13). 

· In the first chapter, John introduces Jesus by seven key titles, a perfect echo to the Book of Revelations: Word, Lamb of God, Rabbi, Messiah, King of Israel, Son of God,  Son of Man. 

· In his Gospel, John stresses the importance of "believing." The verb "to believe" is found nearly a hundred times in the gospel.


· John does not record Jesus discussing questions of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, swearing, marriage, or wealth as do the other gospels. He rather concentrates on that all important proof of discipleship - Love.

In short, a quick summary of the Gospels may looks like this...


Written for:
Portray Christ as:
Emphasise Christ’s:


Matthew
Jews
King
Royal Dignity
The Lion

Mark
Gentiles(Romans)
Servant
Work of service
The Ox

Luke
Greeks
The perfect man
Humanity
Man

John
Believers
The Redeemer
Divine nature
Eagle

Study 3 - Christ Revealed and Preached.

In Study 1 we looked at how John reveals Christ as the word made flesh.  

Matthew devotes his Gospel to trying to prove to the Jews that Christ was the Messiah - the Son of David.

Mark shows Christ as the Son of God - serving his Father and fellow-men as best he could.

Luke portrays Christ as the perfect man - the Son of Man - and stresses his humanity and compassion.

All four of the Gospels will, as said in Study 2, portray for us a different view of Christ’s character.

Yet it is also very interesting to see how the other writers of the New Testament like Paul or Peter will depict Christ.  Their approach is not “biographical” like the Gospels, but rather they try to enlighten and educate believers in their attitude towards Christ as they attempt to reveal him from the only Scriptures they had - the Old Testament.  Remember how Apollos, “powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures [The Old Testament] that Jesus was the Christ” (Acts 18:28).

Peter sums it up nicely in his Epistle when he says...

For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who believe...

(1 Pet 1:20)

phaneroo (Strongs # 5319)

"to make visible, clear, manifest... 
...The true meaning is ‘to uncover, lay bare, reveal.’ “

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)

What an excellent way to explain the pre-existent Christ.  Christ was ‘foreknown’ before the conception of the world, and is portrayed in all his fullness in Old Testament prophecies; yet it was only in the ‘last times’ that he was physically revealed to the believers.

The point that I’m making with this is that it shows, not only how accurately Christ fulfilled the Law and the Prophets, but that the Law and the Prophets were sufficient to demonstrate that Christ was the Messiah.  When it comes to revealing Christ, the Gospels are nothing more than an affirmation of what was already written.  So we are doubly blessed in that not only do we have the Old Testament to prepare us for Christ - we also have the New Testament, in particular the Gospels, to corroborate the Old.

There are many occasions where the gospels will tell us what happened, but a good dig into the Old Testament will give a better idea of exactly what Christ was feeling at the time, or what his reasoning was when he did something.

For example;


...the gospels will portray the brutality and agony of the cross, because that is what they witnessed, but they cant tell us what Christ was feeling at the time.  By taking a deeper look at Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament we can get such a profound insight into what Christ actually felt on the cross...

We know that whoever wrote the letter to the Hebrews was obviously well versed in the Law and the Prophets.  That’s I’m sure is what enables him to write things like...

Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  (Heb 12:2)

He needn’t have been at the crucifixion himself, but with a good study of the Old Testament he could have got such a vivid portrayal of that days events. Take these references from the Psalms as an example...

I am forgotten as a dead man, out of mind, I am like a broken vessel.

For I have heard the slander of many, terror is on every side; while they took counsel together against me, they schemed to take away my life.

But as for me, I trust in Thee, O LORD, I say, "Thou art my God."

My times are in Thy hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant; save me in Thy lovingkindness.

Let me not be put to shame, O LORD, for I call upon Thee...     (Psa 31:12-17)

Save me, O God, for the waters have threatened my life.

I have sunk in deep mire, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me.

I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; My eyes fail while I wait for my God.

Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; those who would destroy me are powerful, being wrongfully my enemies, what I did not steal, I then have to restore.

O God, it is Thou who dost know my folly, and my wrongs are not hidden from Thee.

May those who wait for Thee not be ashamed through me, O Lord GOD of hosts; may those who seek Thee not be dishonoured through me, O God of Israel,

Because for Thy sake I have borne reproach; dishonour has covered my face.  (Psa 69:1-7)

Answer me, O LORD, for Thy lovingkindness is good; according to the greatness of Thy compassion, turn to me,

And do not hide Thy face from Thy servant, for I am in distress; answer me quickly.

Oh draw near to my soul and redeem it; ransom me because of my enemies!

Thou dost know my reproach and my shame and my dishonour; all my adversaries are before Thee.

Reproach has broken my heart, and I am so sick. And I looked for sympathy, but there was none, and for comforters, but I found none.

They also gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.  (Psa 69:16-21)

That’s the one aspect of seeing Christ retrospectively in the Old Testament.

We can look at the revealing of Christ from another angle.  Think about verses like John 8:56, 

"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 

or Heb 11:24-26, 

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”

What did Abraham or Moses know about a man that hadn’t been born yet?!  Something had been revealed to them which had given them the strength to endure the trials and problems, and to see their world as NOTHING compared to the glory that Christ would bring.  

Consider  Paul’s words in Galatians 3:6-14

Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 

Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the nations shall be blessed in you." 

So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. 

For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them." 

Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "The righteous man shall live by faith." 

However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "He who practices them shall live by them." 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us - for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree" - in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

There’s our key to the root of the Gospel - and it’s that which is the very foundation of our faith!

And the Scripture... preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the nations shall be blessed in you." 

This argument which forms the whole basis of the letter to the Hebrews,  and should make us as professing Christians VERY cautious and careful.

If people like Abraham and Moses were able to “see Christ” in the limited revelations that they had received from God (not all of which I feel have been recorded for us...), then Christ should be so much clearer to us.  We have the Old Testament insight, we have the Gospel “Eye-Witness Accounts”, and we have the powerful arguments of the Apostles in the New Testament.

As if that were not enough, we have the added blessing (I use that term dubiously), of being “right-in thick-of-it”, so to speak, living in the Last Days before Messiah returns.  Not only do we have the assurance of God’s Word,  we have the proof of history fulfilling prophecy, and the opportunity to look around us and see all the things Messiah warned us to watch out for in the last days!

Revelations of this magnitude should give us strength over and above strength to endure all things for the sake of Christ.

We often debate about what gave Christ the strength to resist the trials he had to face and overcome.  His strength came from the very Word he was fulfilling!  Any Bible with a good cross-referencing system will prove this point.  Every instance where Christ was tempted or faced some hardship he strengthened himself by quoting Scripture.

The point I’m making is obvious; Christ was able to derive his almost superhuman emotional and moral strength from a very sound knowledge of the Word of God, mores the point, the Old Testament.   

One can only wonder then (working on a pro-rata basis), how much more strength we should be able get out of having the entire Bible at our finger tips.

Summary

Christ has appeared in these last times for the sake of us who believe.  And he has been very clearly revealed to us, both in a very ‘biographical’ manner in the Gospels; and in a deeper, more emotional manner in the Old Testament.

Plus, being in the position we are in the ‘Last Days’, we couldn’t ask to have a more complete revealing of our Master, until the day when he finally appears to take his Throne of Glory.

3056  logos (log'-os);


From 3004; something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension, a computation; specifically (with the article in John) the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ): 





KJV-- account, cause, communication, X concerning, doctrine, fame, X have to do, intent, matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say (-ing), shew, X speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, treatise, utterance, word, work.








The Greek phrase in this verse is ‘toó Theoós’, and literally means ‘very god’.  


Moses was not God / YHWH – but he was to become a very “Godly” person.





The Greek phrase in John 1 is ‘kai theós eén ho lógos’, or simply “and god(ly) was the word.”


If this phrase was referring to God it would read…


 ‘kai ho theós eén ho lógos’,


…as the previous phrase does –


‘kai ho lógos’ eén prós ho theós’ (and the word was with the God).








A possible thought:-


...Could Apollos (a Close Associate of Paul) have written the Book of Hebrews...?  The Theme of Hebrews fits perfectly into this assumption...
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